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DDD magazine wants

Koreans and foreigners

who like to

draw,

write,

translate,

animate,

and

other creative things.

How do you want to be involved?

Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com

dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.
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There
is so much
chit-chat about
all the important
films coming out
of Korea these
days. Without a
doubt the most
important movie
to come into
Korea and I sus-
pect many other
non-native
English speak-
ing countries is
the rock n' roll
film "School of
Rock" It's
about a rebel-
lious musician
turned substi-
tute teacher
who goes into
a class of ele-
mentary
schoolers and
starts rocking
out. He
steers  the
kids away
from their
routine of
playing
classical
music and
thrusts
them into
the world
of power
chords,
pelvic
gyra-
tions,
funky
hair-
cuts
and

the
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cal Western 'Rock God'.

He devises a special class project called
"Rock Band". He is the leader and of course it has
to be kept a secret from the kid's parents and the
school administration. The students who form the
band are an ethnic mix of upper-middle class kids

DDD

SEGHOOL OF ROCK forever!

By Scott Liam Soper with Joanne

“I'm in love with modern moonlight...
Even when it's cold outside...
Yeah...I'm in love with rock & roll and I'll be out all night".
The Modern Lovers

and when Laurence a bespectacled east Asian
keyboardist asks if the special class project is
going to be a "science project" It's hard not to
exhale a breath and thank God that it isn't. Later,
Laurence comes up to the teacher and says he
doesn't want to be in the band because he is not
cool and nobody ever talks to him... well, rock n'
roll can certainly change that and it will.

"School of Rock" is a romantic film in the
sense that it takes on the world by crisscrossing its
boundaries of race, looks and gender with a cym-
bal bang on the soul. Like when chubby black
Tamika says she doesn't want to be a groupie of
the band or part of the security team for the band.
Instead she really wants to sing. Of course she can
she only needs to take a chance, stand up for her-
self and her talent does the rest.

In fact a real smooth part of the film that I
didn't have a chance to show students in my for-
eign language high school class is later on in the
story when Tamika decides that she doesn't want
to get up on stage because she is fat and worried
that people will laugh at her. Well like most every-
thing else these days rock 'n' roll is about looks
and so it goes yet Tamika gets on stage with her
band and the créwd doesn't laugh. She really has
the one thing that everybody wants today and
that is "TALENT". Regardless of how fat or skin-
ny is there anyone who can admit to the fact they
don't have TALENT if they don't? Not anybody I
have ever met in New York nor anyone I know in
Seoul can.

The film never portrays hyper-mature kids
and the modern impulse of suicide because it
doesn't have to. It shows about being in rock 'n’
roll and that it's okay to come as you are .
whether as a groupie, manager, fan, guitar player
or admiring parent. Watching it is really one big
exciting fucking anecdote to morbid suicide! And
there is no sense talking about everything that
happens in the film. One scene is enough when
the teacher actually gives out the homework
assignment of listening to different music Cds
that the students might like or at least should
appreciate.

When the kids make it to their "battle of the
bands" they are blown away in the magic of being
onstage and creating live music. Magic is a popu-
lar theme in entertainment-culture these days and
this film celebrates that because if you give it a
chance rock 'n' roll is as raw and real as magic
gets. Actually it wouldn't surprise me if some

punk band in Hongdae

calling themselves the

Dead Harry Potters

or Harry Potter and

the Posers is form-
ing right now.

When the kids from "School of Rock" hit the
stage, begin playing and the audience under-
stands that they are actually.... well kids, electrici-
ty shoots through the generation gap. The furious

parents are stunned by the sights and sounds of
their classically trained kids turned into rock 'n'
rollers. Actually the parents start turning into real
fans of their kids and their music. And as if
watching all this isn't enough, a much softer pulse
of energy is absorbed by the high schoolers
watching this in my classroom. When the Asian
parent of Laurence the keyboardist and the
American parent of Zach the guitarist turn to each
other and compliment each other on their kid's
new found music "skills". It's like the chains
pulling high culture and low culture in different
directions snap off, and then the link between par-
ent's expectations and student's possibilities does-
n't at all break off , but, instead radiates anew like
a modern moonlight fire on ancient Mount
Olympus.

All right, all right, arrright... so maybe the
magic of 'School of Rock' is just another product
from Hollywood. And maybe you say whatever
to rock 'n' roll. Maybe

someone you love doesn't love you back and
the one who loves you back is very sick or just
disappointed in this life. And rock ‘n' roll mostly
says let the good times roll; so maybe it is just
another one of life's illusions like cell phone
games and plastic surgery.

But then again there is some individual you
know, maybe some quiet girl who lives unaffect-
ed strumming the six strings of life Sunday
through Friday... while just waiting. Perhaps wait-
ing for the year of the Monkey to become the year
of the Rooster. I know someone like this. A stu-
dent of mine told me how her mother put the BBC
channel on TV and then hid the remote con from
her. Obviously the mother wasn't impressed with
her daughter's English grade. So the angry moth-
er goes off to the bedroom and turns on the radio
to that groovy station 93.1 FM. I suppose every-
one is under some sort of pressure to make some-
thing happen in life or at least make some sense of
life. And if this is true then maybe good music
helps us. Anyway, something does happen. The
quiet girl still can't find the remote con so she goes
into her school bag and pulls out "School of Rock".
It is wrapped in her white sweat shirt; the one
with the picture of a dance monkey on the greasy
street throwing his feet in the air.

So the BBC goes off, the movie goes in, and a
quiet girl's heart rate does go up. And as the reg-
ular night explodes into Saturday's midnight, all
the new possibilities erupt, and for sure life con-
tinues... it just continues in a different way.

Scott Liam Soper is the creator and editor of
"DDD". Joanne Kim studies translation.
Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com



The Art Works of
Jeon Jie Yeon ., .«an

We are all artists. The themes we explore,
the mediums we choose and the challenges we
endure are our own. Most always we entitle our
work Life. And since life is a journey so then is
art. In her eighth solo art exhibition at the
Pyunghwa Gallery in Myeong Dong, Jeon Jie
Yeon shared part of a journey she began in 1996.
That was the year that she discovered and began
exploring what happens when a pencil and other
medias meets, meets.... What is that? Is it metal?
Is it wood? Clothe? Leather? Plaster? Paper?
Yes. It is mostly paper. Beautiful paper. Like this
once was.

The discovery and reproduction of paper is
one of our greatest achievements; using it has
become one of our most consumptive obsessions.
In unskilled hands it quickly disappears into the
ether. In skilled hands it becomes both the imag-
inable and unimaginable. In the hands of Jeon Jie
Yeon it becomes a chameleon masquerading as an
elemental shape shifter (1). The works displayed
at Pyunghwa Gallery represented less than 10%
of those she has done while exploring this con-
cept. The work entitled Package, which could be
Radiohead’s next album cover, appeared to me as
an elephant leather book wrap with bloody red
slashes and mute graphite constellations tinkling
in the drear (2). Chaos, hearts and crosses spilt in
the wrinkle of the wind, helped me experience
what happens when there is no central image, no
convergence. Outer Skin, which illumes well the
expression “ The way to the heart is through the
stomach.” (3), was one of my favorite works. It is
also an example of why I feel that very few con-
temporary art works ought to be framed, pizza is
good at any temperature and life should be full of
surprises. It was framed. It made me hungry. It
made a Myeong Dong Cathedral nun blush. Exit,
a 6 paneled cross with early spring green, yellow
and brown tones, put many of the other works in
perspective and provided good contrast for the
exhibition.

The reason why we create art is because we
have choice. Interestingly and ironically, it seems
the greater the vision, scope, ability and, in some
cases, endurance of the artist, the less choice they
seem to have about what they create. Jeon Jie
Yeon is such an artist. She has been a DJ, an illus-
trator, a painter, a designer, author, teacher and
musician to name but a few occupations. She is
diligent, dedicated and experienced and her
works show it. They are grooved, symmetrical,
exhaustive, random, gouged, shredded, balanced,
textured, strong, curved, framed, pinned down,
carved, flat, layered, arranged, torn, restricted,
weak, expansive, manipulated, _u:mr@? pulled,
wetted, plied, rolled, stretched and dried. While
viewing her works I sensed again that, for many
of us, the urge towards freedom is natural. I also
sensed that her works would make any space
look better - dentist office, martini bar, opera
house, airport, theatre stage, university, police

(1) chameleon masquerading as an elemental shape shifter -
something natural appearing as something supernatural.
(2) mute graphite constellations tinkling in the drear -
silent gray stars that seem to make sound in the darkness.
(8) “ The way to the heart is through the stomach.” - An
old folk saying suggesting that good food can win love.

(4) your white walled pad - your plain looking apartment

box, your white walled pad (4).

Art is not where we are going, it is when
and where we are. Jeon Jie Yeon's art works hap-
pen when and where they should - in us - and
then they take us out of us. They are neither
clever nor simple, muted nor loud, static nor
dynamic, known nor unknown, hidden nor
revealed, beautiful nor terrible. Somehow they
have become art and so they are remarkable. As I
left the gallery I took a second look and mused
that since these works are mostly paper, and
already in a fragile state, they will change quickly
and I wondered where Jeon Jie Yeon will take us
next. You can find out for yourself at the Korean
Art Festival, Sejong Centre, February 4-27, 2005,
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Jeon Jie Yeon

and again starting April 15, 2005, at the Seoul
Arts Centre.

Jeon Jie Yeon has works exhibited in gal-
leries throughout the world including including
Sejong Centre, Seoul, Korea. Her honors include
the 1999 Malta Biennale Award for Painting. She
currently lives and works in Seoul.
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Rice Market Liberalization:

Economic Sense or Cultural Destruction?

By Andrew Baxter with Eunsook Lee, with assistance from Mr. Keesop Lee.

Probably no other image sums up Korean
culture more perfectly than the word “rice’. Since
pre-historic Koreans began to systematically culti-
vate this crop thousands of years ago, the general
credo ever since has been “We are the people of
the rice”. T have asked Korean children what they
can see on the moon, they often tell that they see
rabbits milling the crop. And of course Chuseok
(the most venerated of East Asian holidays), is
mainly about celebrating the annual rice harvest.

Given the fact that rice is so entrenched in
the national ethos, and that the United Nations
International Year of Rice (2004) has only just
ended, you would be excused for thinking that
the three and a half million Korean farmers who
make their living from growing rice are fairly
well off.

Think again! Implications from recent dis-
cussions between Korea and major rice exporting
nations seriously threaten rice farmers liveli-
hoods, and some even think that the destruction
of the lifeblood and foundation of Korean culture
is on the way:.

At the crux of the issue is South Korea’s
commitment to World Agricultural Trade
Liberalization, which it confirmed at the Uruguay
(1) GATT round (the precursor of the WTO:
World Trade Organization) in 1995. As a result of
the Uruguay round the government opened most
of its agricultural and fisheries markets to import-
ed products in July 1997. Until very recently
imported rice was still subject to a Minimum
Market Access Quota (MMA) to protect the
Korean rice industry. Last year though, the Roh
administration, acknowledging pressure from its
major trading partners, expressed a willingness to
negotiate the opening of the market, with an
agreement finally being

 brokered
with nine exporting countries after
many months of talks in late Umnmgwﬁ.

For the first time, imported rice can m:.mnm%
be sold to local consumer. 10% of the total import
market share will be available this year and 30%
by 2010! Perhaps most significantly though, the
new MMA can: only be maintained until 2014,
after which 100% market access must be allowed.

A brief lesson in the direct m&v@%—wn situa-
tion shows that international rice trade is not on -
an even plowing field. The United States contra-

dicts one of the cornerstones of ‘the free market’
economy because between 1995 and 2002 it paid
7.8 billion dollars in (2) subsidies to its rice farm-
ers, the top recipients being large corporate
farms, which were already cost efficient and
needed the assistance least. Because this rice is
part paid for by the US taxpayer, it helps to make
American rice four times cheaper for Korean con-
sumers than the local product. Local farmer
groups say it is plainly unfair, clearly illustrating
the double standards pervading world trade and
(3) globalization in general.

[ traveled to get the direct story from Mr.
Keesob Lee, a farmer from Yeoju, Kyonggi-Do
province, one-hour southeast of Seoul. He is a lot
more fortunate than many of his colleagues,
because his property lies within an area regarded
by many as the best rice-growing region in the
nation. Still, he is struggling to earn a decent liv-
ing for himself, his wife and two children.

“Farming in general just doesn’t pay any-
more”, he says. “My income is so low that I have
to tutor middle and high school kids for their
mathematics and English grammar exams”.

Figures from the national statistics office
back him up. In the six years from 19962002
average farm income (of which rice roughly con-
stitutes fifty percent) rose by a mere five percent,
whilst farm debt rose by a whopping seventy per-
cent. Simply speaking, rice prices have not
matched their production costs, or the general
cost of living momwmncazm families. In the last
twelve years, as an increasing amount of growers
have sold their land or have had their mortgages
foreclosed, the farming population has decreased
from 6.6 million, to about maybe half of that. It
seems with this, lives have been hollowed out
and past dreams confined to the dustbin of mem-
ory along the way.

M. Lee is rarely at his property these days;
he is spending an increasing amount of time
tutoring and leaving his wife at home to do the
daily chores. “It is far more lucrative and reward-
ing than farming”, he tells me. “I don’t know
what we would do without this extra income”.

He is fortunate that he has an education to
do the in demand skill of tutoring. Many rice
farmers have just an elementary school level of
education, and in reality are poor candidates for
the re-training doctrine, which globalization

advocates. In Mr. Lee’s village, on the side of a

§ platform tower regularly used 3\ local seniors

for recreational purposes, is a sign denouncing
the deal, which is a figurative call to arms for

~ the local residents to get out onto the streets
and protest.

This village has by no means historically
been a hotbed of activism, indeed in the National
Assembly elections held in April last year, it was
one of the few areas which supported the conser-
vative Grand National Party, totally bucking the
Uri Party wave which swept Kyonggi-Do. Like-
minded people, however, who have been too
busy to resort to any effective means of activism
or protest in the past, now echo such sentiments -
mﬁoc.mro& the Korean countryside, and feel that
this is their last and only chance to stop the
crushing of their livelihood.

One man Lee Kyun Hae, a resident of
Jangsu, North Jeolla province, achieved world
notoriety when he (4) immolated himself at a
WTO meeting in Cancun, Mexico, in September
2003. Climbing a barricade that separated himself
and thousands of other protesters from the meet-
ing, he plunged a knife into his chest declaring,
“The WTO kills farmers”. Mr. Lee’s story was
typical of the average Korean farmer’s lot. He
had operated a successful mixed farm producing
rice, and grazing three hundred head of cattle on
thirty hectares of land. However when the
Korean government opened the market to cheap-
er Australian cattle in the 1990’s the price of beef
collapsed and Mr. Lee slipped into debt and
eventually lost everything.

Whilst such actions bring the issue to public
attention there are numerous considerations

(5) permeating society at the moment and it
is possible that the “people of the rice” are going
to have re-arrange their outlook. A housewife in a
middle class Seoul suburb echoes the typical
response most urbanites give on the issue.

“Of course, I would like to buy Korean
rice, I think the quality is better and I want to
help my country’s farmers. So if I have enough
money or if there is a special occasion I will buy
it. But I also have to think of my family, if I need
to save money I will buy Chinese, American or
whatever rice is the nrmmﬁmmﬁ ,

Whilst Mr. Lee msmmzosm *rm E»E.m for rice
growers, he can’t help but also think about the
new Korea.

“I'm a realist”, he says “we can’t stop this
from happening. It will take about ten years to
sort out. In that time many farmers will go bust,
yet some may even do better. Because my farm
grows Ichon/Yeoju rice, which is a superior
grain; [ may even do a little better because there’s
potential for it to be marketed in Seoul as bou-
tique rice”.

(1) GATT: General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade —
UN agreement to reduce tariffs and import quo-
tas

(2) Subsidies: financial assistance from government

(3) Globalization: growth to a global or worldwide
scale

(4) Immolated: to kill or destroy, often by fire

(5) Permeating: spreading throughout

Andrew: Baxter and
Eunsook Lee are husband
and wife, they have two
small children. Mr. Keesop
Lee is a farmer and pri-
vate tutor. Contact info.
dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
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In OHQW. to explore friendship between Koreans

is at m% ‘blind fortune telling Szmmm of Mia Ri'.
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arty in Seoul I ran into a group of drunk
earing kilts. Scottish for sure

a teacher from western Canada, and
1 in Korea for four years.

I just graduated from Yonsei University
degree in Sociology.

: I work full-time designing games for
es, but I'm still taking classes to com-
degree in programming at Korea

ty.

Marcus is from Yonsei and Jun Sang is
Dae. You are supposed to be enemies!

ig: (laughing) Maybe we are enemies.
e will find out

o the Fortune Teller

e at Sungshin University Subway Station,

Line Neo. 4, Exit No. 7. From there, we walk for
five of ten minutes up the street known as Mia
Kogaé'to the Blind Fortune Teller's town. The 40
or so businesses of the town are clustered in old

‘around the Welfare Center for the Blind,
ow street to the left of the main road.
ing is dark and cold. It snows a little.
rises sharply ahead of us.

le is The Book of Changes in Braille.

ly there are many books on the table, and
his wife are busy for 20 minutes looking

h them, answering our questions in uncer-

With the Gang of Four

what day, what time?
Kari answers the question.

Fortune Teller: In about 10 years you will orga-
nize people to do some social welfare work. You
will have enough money that you will be able to
help people..

Marcus: (whispering) After this, let's get out of
here.

(We pay the fee for one person, W30,000, and we
are outside on the street again.)

Marcus: He was no good. He was mumbling
and saying only vague things.

Jun Sang: We could hardly understand him and
we're Korean. (Marcus and Jun Sang laugh.)

Kari: Well, on the wall there were many awards
and degrees.

Marcus: Just decoration maybe.

Kari: Okay, Marcus or Jun Sang, will you have
your fortune told next?

Marcus and Jun Sang: No way.

Jun Sang: I don't want to hear my misfortune if it
is a misfortune.

Karen: (sighing) Well, it might be embarrassing,
but that leaves me.

We enter another building, into a courtyard
flanked by rows.of rooms. The rooms are filled
with children arid relatives and different kinds of
phones to do ‘over-the phone-fortune readings’.
We are taken to a room with a hard looking
female fortune teller. She also has The Book of
Changes, and also a small glass box she shakes
before reading. We sit on the hot ondol floor in a
group in front of her table, and ask about Karen.

Fortune Teller: Karen should be an entertainer.
(All laugh)

Karen: Well as an English teacher in Korea some
people say I already am one... Ask about my sis-
ter.

Fortune Teller: Karen's sister is very different
from Karen. She gives a lot of love and money to
people, but she doesn't get enough back. Has she
had some physical problems recently?

(The TV in the other room is deafening and then quiet)
Karen: She has had depression.

Fortune Teller: The book says she had an abor-
tion or something. (shaking the glass box and
humming) After 30 she should get married, but
not before.

Our Thoughts about the Experience

We go to a bar with a wooden interior. There are
only a couple of customers, maybe in their 30s.
Both the bar and the people seem a little old and
ordinary by Seoul standards.

Marcus: So this is the KoDae (Korea University)
area. I have only been here a couple of times.

Kari: Well it is Sungshin, near KoDae.

Karen: I think this area is pretty good.

Kari: I heard that KoDae is traditional and Yonsei
is modern and international.

Marcus: And the stereotype is the students are
rich. The saying goes: when you come to Yonsei,
the first thing you smell is the perfume.

Jun Sang: The tuition at KoDae is very high
though. I don't know if the schools are really so
different. People say that Yonsei and KoDae are
enemies, but I think they are maybe the closest
friends.

&
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Kari: So what did you think about the fortune
tellers?

Marcus: There are fortune tellers in cafes in front
of Ewha University, but usually they only tell you
what you want to hear. So these fortune tellers
are better.

Jun Sang: There are two kinds of fortune tellers
in Korea. The first are shaman (mudang in
Korean), who dance and call down a spirit. The
second kind are the people who read The Book of
Changes. We saw the second kind of fortune
teller.

Kari: What is the difference?

Jun Sang: The Book of Changes is like a science.
I studied it for three months, and I think it is rea-
sonable. A shaman is not reasonable.

SRR T

Marcus: A shaman dances and screams, and
sometimes even walks on swords. Going to a
shaman would be very expensive.

Kari: Of the two fortune tellers we met, who was
more skillful do you think?

Marcus: The woman spoke with confidence and
said specific things.

Jun Sang: Ididn't like her glass box. She kept
shaking a box. What was that? I think it was just 3
show.

Karen: Well, she was right about my sister. My
sister had an abortion.

Kari: Really? That is something.

Zm:,n:m”wsﬁmrmSmmb_:mmrﬂm_uoﬁm,\mgwgm. 4
We can't just focus on the correct things and
ignore the things she got wrong.

Kari: I don't know if the fortunes are true, but I
like to support those old people. Many of those
blind Mia fortune tellers are losing their jobs. I

heard that people just get their fortunes told on
the internet or on cell phones now.

Jun Sang: That can never be the same... the
realest thing is to go.
Marcus: Well, I think I will go. (joking) I don't
feel comfortable in this area. I have to go back to
Shinchon, the Yonsei University area. (All laugh.)
Then I can be comfortable.

Translated by James. He studies American litera-
ture and translation at Myongji University

WANT TO BE PART OF THE GANG OF FOUR?
CONTACT dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
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Wine is bottled poetry.
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

Now that wine is becoming something
beyond avant-garde here in Korea it is garnering
momentum and popularity with many of the
younger generation. True, Soju and beer still rule
the peninsula but there is an increasing realiza-
tion that there is something beyond slamming
and slugging- the depth and magnitude that
drinking wine involves and with that the forte
that follows.

On any given night in the twelve-some-
thing-million-person capital one can find wine
drinkers casually sipping on a glass of French
Bordeaux, Italian Chianti, Australian
Chardonnay, Chilean port or any number of other
vintages. With this influx of interest in wine and
increased consumption has come, of course, a fac-
tion of those within and outside the country who
are seizing and utilizing the opportunity to
implement and expand the business associated
with such a windfall.

Five years ago the Westin Chosun Hotel
smelled the beginnings of this wine front and
opened BizBaz, at first an a la carte style restau-
rant with a reasonable selection of wine, located
on the second floor of the COEX Convention
Center in Kangnam. BizBaz has come to define
the growing wine craze. Since its opening it has
transformed into a 420 seat buffet with 150 kinds
of food and 230 vintage wines ranging in price
from 30,000 to 1,000,000 won. Bizbaz’'s Sommelier,
Kim Seung-mo, has been with the restaurant for 3
years watching the wine industry evolve. “It has
changed a lot with 80% of our customers now
drinking wine,” said Kim. When asked about one
of the main reasons for the upturn in wine interest
Kim reaffirmed the health perspective, “with the
current wave of well-being and the interest in
good health many people know that a little wine
can be good for the body.” Over the last 3 years
the restaurant has had a steady increase in sales
up to its current average of 10,000 customers a
month. In December the restaurant was fully
booked every night, had more than 12,000 cus-
tomers and sold in excess of 1,200 bottles of wine.
The restaurant also has eight private rooms for
those who choose to reserve and relish a secluded
setting at no extra cost. Despite being in the center
of the affluent business sector, the restaurant’s
clientele is nearly evenly composed of families
and businesspeople according to Account
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IN VINO ES VERITAS
IN WINE IS TRUTH

Director, Lynette Kim, who handles banquet reser-
vations and additional customer accounts. “It is
about fifty-fifty between businessmen and women
and families,” said Kim.

An individual who also read the wine wave
is Choi Song-soon, a charismatic Korean in her
late 30’s, who has passionately harnessed the
chance to educate, supply, connect and entertain
the wine drinking community of Korea.

As President and CEO of WINE21.com, the
top Internet wine site in Korea, she has personal-
ly vaulted to the top of the wine trend here. She
not only has literally streamlined product infor-
mation and availability, she also opened up her
own wine bar, Chateau 21, a member club located
in Apgujeong-dong last November. Originally
involved in international business, Ms. Choi
found herself aloof at company dinners when
wine was consummed and discussed. “I had a
great lack of education so I felt I had to learn
more and began to study by myself,” said Choi.
Soon her curiosity and spare-time studies mor-
phed into a growing desire for something more
intimately involved and outwardly inspiring.
“My hobby became my job,” said Ms. Choi with a
smile. “As I learned more I wanted to show peo-
ple that wine is interesting and friendly.”

Most of the wine community is connected
through Wine21. There are more than 600 wine
bars now in operétion in Korea according to the
site, which provides a constant medium for dis-
cussion, advice, and information. The site tells
wine drinkers throughout the peninsula all the
logistics for parties, tastings, openings and so on.
This allows any member of the online community
to be in touch with innumerous opportunities for
wine enjoyment. Someone who’s planning on
visiting Seoul for the weekend can look up all the
info necessary to find the weekend’s happenings.

When Ms. Choi first opened Chateau 21 she
decided to allow members some investment deals
via the Internet. She posted shares at about three
million won each, selling twenty to thirty at three
intervals for a total of eighty shares. They sold
out almost immediately. “People proved that
there’s great interest and enthusiasm for wine
here,” commented Choi.

One Saturday night provided an ideal
opportunity for Chateau 21 to display its own
popularity when Ms. Choi held a wine party for
members and guests to celebrate the culture and
evolving era of wine. It also offered a glimpse
into the social world of wine as it is here. A slight
aire of refinement filled the angular underground
bar which was full of trendy men and women in
their 30’s and 40’s mingling with English and
Korean. The oldest guest was French Wine
Commissioner Yves Dericaud. Dericaud, in his
late 50’s, works at the French embassy as a kind
of spokesman and ambassador for the wine
industry here. He finds himself quite often
cavorting amongst the many wine drinkers in the
innumerous wine bars throughout Seoul. He
receives invitations by the dozens each week and
picks his places. He is clearly optimistic regard-
ing the future of wine in Korea. “Korean people
are coming around to the idea that fine wine
equals fine life,” said Dericaud. He also sees a

by John M. Rodgers with Sarah Choi

parallel here with an old adage in France. “Travel
creates education as does experiencing wines.”
Also among the crowd were members who nor-
mally attend Chateau 21’s weekly wine tastings
held every Tuesday where an expert chooses spe-
cific wines for examination and explanation.
Grace Yu, 45, was one such member. “I’'m not a
big partier but I want to get involved with the
intelligent side of wine drinking,” said Yu. Yu is
a great example of the new wine drinker here
who is interested in the intricacies of wine eti-
quette and knowledge. “To understand the rela-
tionship between wine and food, certain grapes,
vineyards-it's amazing.”

As usual in Apgujeong several stars
dropped in during the party to partake of the fes-
tivities. One of the stars was Mr. You Yol, a
Korean singer-song-writer who considers himself
to be somewhat of a connoisseur of wines. Yol
began drinking wine some ten years ago thanks
to an ex-girlfriend. “A long time ago, probably
ten years ago, my ex-girlfriend liked to drink
wines rather than drinking Soju or beer,” said Yol.
“Whenever I met her she loved to drink wines.
That is how I started drinking wines.” Yol said
that many celebrities enjoy drinking and learning
about wine because it is one of the finer things in
life and carries a bit of status. “Many of my
friends have become very interested in wine
because it is considered to be healthy and there is
a lot of knowledge behind it.”

At many of the wine parties held here in
Korea there is a performance of some sort which
often amalgamates aspects of art and elements of
wine enjoyment. At Chateau 21’s party Ms. Choi
did exactly that filling a frontal screen with digi-
tal images of Salvador Dali and then following
with a live individual dance performance. Both
were entrancing. The following was captured by
DDD during the mid-party performance: The
lights dimmed down to the level where it might
have been time for the crowd to fool around with
each other but the screen that I have not been
noticing is now shooting off while at the same
time absorbing images at the beat of the trip-hop
soundtrack. Buddha appears, his matted hair rolls
digitally transformed into crops of grapes cover-
ing his head. Salvador Dali’s “Crucifixion” holds
the screen attention span for three full seconds
until Buddha comes back with the Diamond Eye
projecting a who is who of mind expanders and
consciousness benders. H.G. Wells, Aldous
Huxley, Pythagoras and a time magazine cover of
the 60’s of the original and real Woodstock all
take up part of the screen. More trip-hop music
with a purpose. Light colors shooting out from
stationary objects blending the room with all the
cuts of cubism. Those big nasty elephants from
Lord of the Rings are now carrying sound sys-
tems at their sides.

Green and blue Lotus plants are sucking

1. Slamming and slugging: drinking quickly and excessively
2. A windfall: a sudden gain

3. Harnessed: utilized

4. Streamlined: organized with least resistence

5. Aiire of refinement: an atmosphere of intelligence

6. Sucking face: kissing

7. Bacchanalian: drunken festivity (Bacchus-Greek god of
wine and fertility).



face with the stuck out tongue of the Rolling Stones icon. I wonder why

Hongdae isn’t like this? I can’t remember the last time that I used the word
‘hip” and meant it until now.
The screen is turned off. The house lights beam onto the candles and i
incense is lit. The music and chatter of the room slow down and so does all ‘ ,,
our breathing, It is time for the “Tiger Ballet.” A guy as thin as a chewed pen- | .

cil and graceful as a falling cherry blossom is blessing the room and this
night’s wine harvest. The Bacchanalian dancer barefoot in traditional pants
approaches the alter: different levels of candles, then an unruly cut of
Polynesian sagebrush and in front an active metronome. He circles around the
alter placing floating balloons with a solemness that suggests, ‘Have a Good
"Time’ is more than a commercial jingle. The music is a slow, electric temple
chant and at some mischievous level of consciousness anyone could wonder |
if he was going to pop a colored balloon with a stick of incense. He did not.
Now he sprays “Silly String” around the alter and my lips part open in a grin.

Which TO@ 1s The

Sexiest ?

The crowd is cosmopolitan and like any cosmopolitan crowd anywhere |
they are only half-aware of how awestruck they actually are while witness- |
ing this blending of eastern and western celebration.

Following the performance the crowd, somewhat mesmerized,
returned to wining, trading tips and awaited what the night could do to
outdo the already done. In response to questions about the performance
Ms. Choi offered, “I believe expressionism is an important part of the whole
experience. Wine expresses itself through flavor and aroma as we also have
kinds of expression to reveal ourselves.” So, with an eye into the wine cul-
ture here and now, it is clear that Koreans are stepping beyond the basic
drink till you drop and are instead gaining an appreciation for and under-
standing of what the wine culture has to offer. It is certainly not expected to
skyrocket instantly but yet, like wine in a cask, it is consistently improving
and with that distributors are slowly yet surely bringing a greater variety
and number of wines into the country. Perhaps, one day, as Soju accompa- |
nies many meals, so will wine replace it. As Ernest Hemingway said, “In
Europe we thought of wine as something as healthy and normal as food and | 1.The Big Toe
also a great giver of Tmﬁﬁs.mmm and well being and delight. Drinking wine w wwnm Hﬁﬂueﬂ«ﬂo
was not a snobbism nor a sign of sophistication nor a cult; it was as natural | 4.The Fourth Tor
as eating and to me as necessary.” | 5.The Little Toe

To vote go to
« Www [ifeinkoresord
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with a Cause?
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<t ?

By Jean Briesbois with Ko Un Eum

Alarmed by North Korean sabre
rattling (1), and with little faith
in emergency evacuation plans, a
band of expatriates has formed a
guerrilla unit to resist an inva-—
sion from the North while
demonstrating that their love for
Korea goes beyond the weekly
white envelope stuffed with Won,

SAlTHs Baa) o gl
HolFE ve} of4bel o
v trhes wto] gt oj g e
st

Out in the mountains of northeastern
Seoul, just minutes away from Sanggye Subway
Station, the commander of Seoul's first foreign—
er only guerilla army is applying the finishing
touches to his forest command bunker

Ng HEE AAGAN Bt 5 2 A 9k
A, A H2Y Telm qas 9l Ade
shel Aol 4 & AlEB WAZ niEo 2 A4
st gle.

It may have been just over 50 years since
the armistice that brought a halt to the Korean
War was signed, but for Canadian 'Fat Don', the
self—styled generalissimo of a band of expatriate
(2) weekend warriors, the subject of war on the
peninsula is not to be taken lightly. &4 o]
AFEAZ o= 504 | 7=k EFAH, o] €9l
BN FEEA O] FAFE R FHGTH] "Fat Don'"ol| 7
AL oA A AU .

"There, that'll do it," said Fat Don as he
rested his ample bulk against a tree and took a
moment to admire the results of his handiwork.
‘oltshd HZFE." 1 AT 2 ol UFe 7]
o] FaL AHAlo] &4 vhE WAS B FZ3) 51T

T,

"You know there's nothing better than a
good sandbag bunker, This little number won't
resist a direct hit form an artillery shell but it's
definitely better than nothing once the shooting
gets going." "2 HAUI Ao| Ql& tjx A

aol7]o U A4t HAEE Do AR
RERE P

I laughed out loud at what I assumed to be

a joke until the big man set me with a steely
stare and demanded to know what was funny.
Y 22 19 o 2A 29 vY= FA YEo 2=
U 19 9353 84S HiE 220 & S0/t o
gt As I offered up some sheepish excuse, it
suddenly dawned on me that this guy was dead-—
ly serious about what he was doing. 5&©°] o}

= A2 Yolie TS PAR AS 550
A, ol Aftol7} o] g H A sh ek A
< 274 =35, Immediately I felt confident
that my decision to decline Fat Don's invitation
to be 'embedded’ (3) with his "army" for their
weekend of training was a good one, 12|l 3+H
2= I7F AAES "RA'Y U ER 5 HA
AE A-s71E F3ck= Aol £t 1 barely
managed to suppress another fit of laughter as I
made a mental comparison between Fat Don and
Francis Ford Coppola's renegade Colonel Kurtz
in the Vietnam War film Apocalypse Now. H|E
9 AE tF I3} Apocalypse Now?] Colonel
Kurtz®} o] Q159 A2l Fad Dono| #z]| 4
AA die|HHA B HA Yes 225 5 E +
7F A" Aeolot,

As any great, or not so great guerilla
leader will testify, the hardest part of forming
an army is finding recruits who are willing and
able to make the necessary sacrifices for the
cause. TS Esk= AL ZE At X$jo]
TEALE 7P o]HA L7l= Yoot Tedlt 210
oiyzt ZxE 98 A7) H&% 7|7 WA £ 9l
= AFE 22 E 87| mjEolot. For Fat Don, this
challenge was 1 different, and he overcame the

obstacle through perseverance that even his
closest friends feared was bordering on becom—
ing an unhealthy obsession. Fat Donol|Al= <A
Hoijd Adrole} 7H & BA Ak, kAR = FA
2 =o)L X AR o] YEke FEYL
Y, o2 BRA AxolE A Wek W75 2R
Fat Dono] HAAES] Aol AZF UL 258
A=

According to Fat Don, he used to spend his
Friday and Saturday nights doing the rounds (4)
of the bars of Nowon—Gu. Fat Don?] %of ut=mH
U2 As7] 9l Fedat Eed Ao =9
Tl A= £33 YolE YL Soldtnta sict,
I would hit up any guy that I felt would make a
decent recruit," he said. "FOj¥og2 TZojE5Y kst
AlEo] Ho|H =E BAHz| Q" "Occasionally,
this would lead to violence. A guy would take
my proposition the wrong way and before you
knew it, I'd be punching it out with him or his
friends." "W 2= A 2l A7 £7]% B+
8. A7F 3 A AR dotRAE gl FA|gh=
AEA FHE gl gouzta”

A 28—year old American who introduced
himself as 'Matt', first decided to join the
guerilla army after watching Fat Don "work
over" a bunch of hakwon "punks" whom he'd
suspected of mocking his recruitment efforts.
Fat Don®] #t4lo] Hoj s RAshe RS okfotd
HIAZSA FHE e AL a1, 284 =<l
d Matt7F A Foido] =it} Thoroughly
impressed by the way Fat Don handled himself,
he approached the big man, and over the course
of the evening, and a bottle of Malibu, became
convinced that what Fat Don had to say made a
lot of sense. Fat Dono|Al 24L& AAS dke 771 W

Aol )< 68 FALS 5F3UY»8°?
et 17 H o) x) o) ) HF .

Who are the 6 heads above? Try your skill.
Answers on page 17.
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%02 Fat Don®] 74| F43] Yulglt dolet
B2he s 8 ol

"Normally, I wouldn't give a space cadet
idea like this the time of day," said
Matt, in between taking drags on
what smelled like a very strong
"herbal" cigarette. " Haof #<lo] &
ATFS 2R o ggtela.” ao] 4
AEHlE Fow a7 2P, A for-
mer SUBWAY restaurant employ—
ee with a gentle manner, Matt
politely refuses to accept the
suggestion that what he and his
fellow "soldiers" are doing could
be considered by some to be
extremely bizarre behaviour.
%] SUBWAY F4¢olid
Matt= A4l 52 "#RA'E0
3t Gl o] do] ThE A=
Ae 1A TEQtEE A7 22
Pgso=nt HIAHA 4 ck= A
242 3HA] =tk Aok 'Tm
not ashamed of being pre—
pared, I was a Boy Scout
when I was in high school
and dude, you won't find
a more stable guy than
me in Korea. But the way things are
going with the North, what choice do we
like...um have?" "$-2l= & ]9 FH| 3o T},
A= TSR F S| oA AHA] Ho] A719E &
= Aol a. Ao AXE =4 Al E ez
Aot A= gl AUtk I AN B3ta) HsA
.. B2 A9 o271 {7} RS Y 7Y

Months of perseverance eventually paid off
for Fat Don when one early Sunday morning in
March, he conducted his first mountain top roll
call. Fat Don®| 4=7}€ 719 =29] Autz npy 3
49 o= Aa A AE 27k A BN 27 o
A7 S5l

In the cold, hard light of dawn, 30 recruits
solemnly pledged to lay down their lives in the
defense of the Republic against aggression from
the North and and with that also to preserve
their own way of life. A7} A F7]& 7129,
3079 A} B =L B3t 3400 AN e
I AAEY 4 HEsk7] 3] 7170 Zss v
A& P&0] AR

At this morning's roll call, only 20 of Fat
Don's guerilla band have mustered together. 2
£ ol AZoll= B F 20 0] 24= %t} The
band usually consists of 30 die—hard members,
who are all male, with ages ranging between 20
and 40. Fdi= EF 2041004 4041714 °]2+= 30
5o gt @A WHEE F4HEct. They have
assembled as part of their once a month com—
mitment to the cause, to learn advanced guerilla
warfare techniques, practice target shooting
with replica nylon pellet air rifles and conduct a
24-hour war game. 152 8 Eof SHHA] TojA
oAl HoY 24 525 A7|skal, =& Aldet
AeS 3ot 0|9} HEo] B2 £F 0% AHF d5
‘mlwgmmi_d.ﬁmﬁﬂﬂ.wﬂﬂmﬂ.

O =

flo

The majority of this group have called
Korea home for at least 5 years or more and feel
a strong affinity with the people and the land.

FHHdE tgiis 2o 549 o|4E ghao] AFs
AFEEH =3 gh=rlof AR of 8-S 7HA|AL Q)
= ol=°|tt. Employed by day as private English
teachers, they ply their trade in the surrounding
neighborhoods and have reached a point in their
lives where returning to their homes in the
Western World is no longer an option. Rofl+ $t
oA FoJZALE dota ARSI A= St o=
S ASoA =2 37Fo] HojHFh,
oAl AL LIS
EE

otz o 2|7}
Utk= A2 gloj A e
o|t}, For 'Joshua', a 32—year old peroxide
blonde from New Zealand, Korea is worth dying
for. FAMNCA & AE F 4] F89] WiQl
Joshua ol A= =2 7|70] B HHA vehrt &
At

ey
o

'T first came here in 1995 and to be honest,
it was all about the money but now, I dunno, it's
like this place is part of me," Joshua said. "My
girlfriend is from Thailand but we have a real
life here, everything is sweet and I don't want
anything to change. I would rather die than give
this up" "Axoll = gews ©A =& HolHy
<= Az Bojgloja, a7 AT o] o] A U7
7F HA5Uth" AlE3lA Joshuas " Al A=
gl 2lo| At £-2)7F 2G4 A | B2 =)
g, d=oAe 42 BE Zo] YFY HEAHS
FEU, o3t 4ol A Wl WSt HHl A
ohH 717 0] 53 upAo| 8"

After listening to what I assume to be the
sergeant at arms announce the day's programme
of activities, the "soldiers" fell out and moved off
to begin a 2—hour march through the surround-
ing valleys. 2% F7io] AJZHth= ALY Hag
7t SR "FR'EL ol EojAUTL 2417 ] A
% 5HF 232 AFt T asked Fat Don when he
expected to return to camp, but the great man
only mumbled a reply which I didn't quite catch.
U= Fat DonollAl A HZ= sopteAUL 314
gk, o] A9 Aol PoleE 4 e YR He
I FUAY Mot} His attention was focused
on berating one of his men, who was obviously
still inebriated from the night before, for not
wearing the regulation issued camouflage
trousers. L+ YAEE YA B o= A H2
SUAE 3713 e 3 BARE SEA ofghx|=H| o
g2 A4E 23 YW Aolth, 1 had to agres
with Fat Don, anything would have been a big
improvement on the Puma Day—Glo orange

track—pants that he elected to wear instead. 4
A Fat Don®] Hofl A &= Hiof Qigle=dl, 271 &%
£ gjAl 427 & Puma Day—Glo2] L #:A| A vjz|=

AR FEIL & 5 & Aol AY Aoltt,

As Fat Don's band of guerillas marched off
into the calm of the early morning, I couldn't
help but smile as I recalled a comment that the
spokesperson for the Canadian Embassy made
when questioned about her government's stance
on Canadian nationals forming

guerilla armies in Korea.
Ade} o7k 2adt opd 4
AZ 7y FFste AS HH
A, ATk tiaRE diRclo] 3
¢l o] He} 235 A
AAeele] Sl A”S R E
AT A oBA BAst=ve=
Azl I= olo] ERUT

'If a Canadian citizen
residing in Korea wants to
become involved with guerillas,
then they should visit the zoo." .
(5) "Rrek ghtol] AR Aiciel
o] Adetel] Al glekd, . oujz
= 7hopAlA 2"

I am not sure that Fat Don
appreciates this type of humor
though. Fat Don 94| o] 3HS 1%
Au|lo|g A= & ZEZT) At one

point when I was speaking with him

he was so uptight, (6) that he seemed to suffer
from chest pains and all he wanted was to talk
about his army and the great potential it had to

unite the Korean and foreign communities. 47}

Tt Fat! Don2: 713k EQRo-2i7lE8 o B35 B

I llen, 19 thate] A= AlFEH 1 A

o Fof, 2231 =2l ARSI} S 5 3HAL7 =T

AolA AF7t Rz 7H ARG A e wet A

o]t} Who can say if that is going to happer

or if this band of Northern Seoul brigaders will

ever get forced into real action. 7 &ZAE=71?

EA4&S A7|= Fat Don® A"zt Rzt AF o]

AgS sHA 2 do] &4, T2 AUE A Rdivt

S5 3fjomt & do] oA F3A] oot

% by % language guide. [. sabre rattling= when
military personel start to to make threats of
invasion or attack. 2. expatriate= a person born
in one country but living in another and showing
allegiance to that new country. 3. embedded=
when someone from the press travels with a mili—
tary group to cover the fighting and get a real
story. 4. doing the rounds= going to all of the
bars and/or dance clubs in adistrict. 5= This
quote is a joke and suggests that the effort of
the militia is not earnest or helpful. 6.uptight=
to get nervous.

Jean Brisbois is writing a book about
English teachers living in Korea. Ko Un
Eum is studying Clinical Psychology in
the USA Contact info
dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
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The
Changing
Mind of
a Boy

WonChon Information and
Industry School

English conversation class.

QE J& Nolatym Qo mhar K=o

Welcome ladies and gentlemen.
ehgatH 2

My name is Ye Byung Hun and I am study—
ing English at the Wonchon Information and
Industry School,

Thank you for a chance to speak English to
you.

o|FA FoI= A= REA olopr|F 7]3)E F4
gl el FAR=H Y

As you probably know, Wonchon
Information and Industry School is a probation

1 vmogoy where the students are here mz the time,

o)u] ofefE = oA AN T 91 A AeleliL
L uE g8 sl e SIS & £ o] dsud

We don't get to go home at night.

Well maybe I should ﬁmz you my m

o|&A A Alolor = wﬁogﬂb

When I was young I was foolish and angry;
I never listened to anyone and I thought I knew
how to make my own rules,

AT A= oA UL Eicof X USSU.
HE olole SRR, Al AN e A 2x
2 9 4 olrkal Azsis U, .

But my problem behavior just kept growing
until no one could save me from a painful fate,

JE, o) BEE Y5 BaE Sl ut
A g S 98w A MU

I physically hurt people in my community
and I hurt the people around me emotionally.

SAHCR AERL, Al 9 AL

=0
Hes

Ao s AFHEY

I never even knew whose car it was that I

- stole or the people I hit when I had my accident.

A= AR o] AI7F B3 A9 2l disiME &
A ZHA, A7E AR A ARge] RFAE Bt

o

But just as important I knew my family
and those who loved me and tried to help me in
life.

Y A £FARE A 715 EAEA
AE AESIAL A Al SlolA =5 o ARES

&7 =5,

I never listened to them until it was too
late.

At

St

They tried to help me with my past and
told me to study and have a kind spirit. But, I
was always distracted and had a hard time
studying.

=25 I8 T AS

IE2 A A Loj disfiA =F8x o, g
~ 92 7R 7l A LL Iy A= A
WL%HEI%HE_MQE;MLL.

At school, the words and numbers always
seemed mixed up to me and when I told my
friends and teachers... well, they laughed at me,

staof A, Tojut AL oA TS T,
A7t Aol AESA Zolete 5k, 152
AE v A5

Now I have brought shame and pain to my
society. i

O Ae Foe7 A28 2 =HdsUd
But now, look at my face.
aEu A=

I am just an average guy who made a mis—
take. :

Al E2S 2AA L.

A 21X A4S 3 Y A ®elyr)
I didn't know how to move well in this
society.

A o] ABo|A] o 87| Yo} xS
ST,

What I did was wrong and this is how I am
here standing before you representing Wonchon
Juvenile School.

A7t & ERE BEEE A=

ABE= sl AA HAFUTh

A lot of good has come from my time here,
I have had lots of time to think and understand
the situation that my actions and life has
caused.

& 2EHA

7] A= B¢ Ao F& dEo| Yol A5
Ytk A wwmrﬁ 4o WAz A7 AREe] disf A

2513 ol 4 Gl B AES AT,

Only after coming here did I realize how I
took for granted all the possibilities that were
open to me in the past.

7] etAok A= Al HAA H U 7HeA

i

= oAl FAA A ALtH YT

Maybe some possibilities are not available
to me now.

HW 1 TP =
A= BEYc}

I‘BL

filo

A4 7H & @l

I have learned how to learn on my own and
to study for myself without anybody looking
over my shoulder,

i N_ﬁ B2 ooy 34} 3
HE s sy

As you can tell I am very proud of my
English skills.
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As they say in America, practice makes
perfect, so I have spent many hours reading
books and writing essays in English.
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This is where I have really learned some—
thing about myself.
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I didn't get a chance to do regular teenage
stuff like go out and see movies and hang out
with my friends.
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Instead I came to realize that when I leave
here I want to do something with my life,
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Something good I hope,
AR 2 A&,
No, something good I know,
obe, W7t $& Alojekn FAF L,

I hope to become a qualified Korean—
English translator.
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I feel B% msmywmw language skills and
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Popevye'’s

psycho kinesis,

"Why don't you look at this?"

When Hyun-sun starts to talk to me, I am
absorbed in stealing a glance at the boys of the
next table. It was nine pm, the end of the long
summer. Although Popeye’s was almost empty
there was quite a catch of boys sitting next to my
table of joy. I usually use the window to watch
them instead of watching them directly, but
tonight everything will turn differently.

"Hey, what are you doing?"

Hyun-sun bent her fingers up and down
before my eye

"Is there something out there?"
"No, something inside not outside"

Hyun-sun seemed not to understand what
I said and she looked like she didn’t care
whether she understood it or not. But she did
smile. Yet I don't know whether it’s self scorn-
ing or merely smiling and again she became
serious. Her serious mood never turned against
me because if I absorbed her emotion, I would
feel like somehow falling into the bottomless pit,
or would feel a pain like belly-flopping into a
swimming pool as shallow as knee height

"You know..."
"Hum hum?"
"...Look at this"

She pointed at the tray with a half left
coke cup, straws, a dampened ice-cream cone,
and a pile of potato chips- it's too sick to eat.

"Hum."

My firm determination against her was

broken off at her stroke. One of the hard A
and dried chips floated in the air slowly. I 5 &)
wanted to pick up the floating chip, but I uuw A
thought better of it. . What is this? Y/

A little later, another potato chip fell
down to the pile with a pat. She took her
glasses off and rubbed her eyes. I spoke in
an indifferent way, yet to the bone.

"It’s... psycho kinesis."
:.K”@-:

She nodded her head. Actually she wasn't
interested in Sci-Fi or extrasensory perception.
She didn't like fantastic and nonsensical stories.
She knew, however, the word, psycho kinesis. She
might have had to look it up somewhere.

To tell the truth I am having some feelings
from that movie..."X-Man2'. Of course I suggest-
ed this to her but really again, she'd never been
interested in any kind of X-Man movies

Actually, it was strange that she wasn't
against it when I suggested a very psychic scene
from that movie. She gave her attention to hear-
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ing about the scene where the Tsunami is

stopped. In fact it picked her spirits up. She want-

ed me to say something to her as if she was more
like a puppy than a witch. But then I asked her

"Can you do the same thing with the kids in
a movie house?"

"No, I can't, actually; this is all. 5ecm is maximum"

Hyun-sun picked up another potato chip. It
can’t ever be over five centimeters, same as a finger.
For some reason I felt like I had to cheer her up.

"Hyun-sun!"

I seldom call her name. But when I do, it's
another way of saying that I'm serious about her
and she snaps to attention.

“The size

is not so important, now."

I tried to speak in a soft tone giving her
strange advice and hope.

"Even though you can do this, it is not help-
ful to improve your exam score at all. It's not at
all like telepathy is it? It may be considered a real
talent, but wouldn’t you rather go to university?"

She just looks down.

I don’t want to be a disbeliever in her pres-
ence, but what kind of reality is this anyway? Her
psycho kinesis can only lift a piece of potato chip 5
or 7cm. There is no use of this kind of ability to
earn money or to go a university... well; it could be
used through her life, but who knows how or why?

"Let me think about what can you do with

your psycho kinesis..." I murmured.

She nodded her head. She seemed not to
care much. Indeed she is primarily not the kind
of person who is interested in these New Age
things. As for me, I have no idea about how to
develop those abilities. I think that there might
perhaps be certain facilities for special people like
Hyun-sun but she has just 30 days before she
makes a big decision and it not the right time to
do anything about it. For now....
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y Seoul. Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
" 2 = [e) s "
S e et Answers to “Do You Know Your Heads?”
F Mol TS ATt 1. Einstein. 1879-1955, American theoretical physicist, known for the formulation of the relativity theory
5 AT e o if 2.Pablo Ruiz Picasso 1881- 1973. Spanish painter, sculptor, who worked in France. He is generally considered in his incredi-
"2 9 Heg A 2 drRE Hieg g ble originality and prolificity to have been the foremost figure in 20th-century art.
of Tty o|AE & A Agto] QIukE} " 3.Kurt Cobain Aoou-wSA.rmma singer and guitarist of the ‘Grunge' band Nirvana. ‘Grunge’ music was an altemative hard rockin sound.
: 3 4.King Sea Jong. 1418 - 1450. Developed Hangul, the Korean writing system. Known to be a mystic.
g oo ksl 5.Nam June Paik 1932- ) Installation artist known for puttung together unusual arrangements of objects like video tape players on top of a piano.
6. Lee Sang

Emoticons - Part |l | L L

Jjo~ok ( kiss ) EQ~(71L)
ooih.. (grumpy ) 20l.. (N5

heok ! (surprised ) S~ (&ar)

Kim Woo Jung

kkongk kong (kiss )
Jjingut (wink ) (5]
drrung~ (snoring) L
umm..nya.. (drunk) Q.LE(FR1a)
shi~! (secret) )~ (H1810))
hu.. (angushied) @ . (HHoL &)
ehhyo (disappointed) oOl& (K3kar)
<u—-u> urrat~ (confused) o5k (3 te) &
fisi =] hhum~ (stubborn) S (RN
{: -1} ( joy with tears) (7180 & 2)
R&————-&& young~~cha~! ( a tug of war ) GA~~KH (ECt2171)
(#-(—.#)—>) ahoo~ ( exhausted gangs) OI2~ (RN EZZ&)

)

*0Ob jects, jobs, and people
[ERe] portable cassette QN TNE
one eye brow QIR &N
chef Q2IKN}
batman HH E O
Madonna OF& L}
skinny bum N e Adol
squid QR
(1) real letters — hand written letters sent in a stamped m:<m_oum : graduting s tudent EOINY
(2) snail mail — regular postal service
(3) OTL — emoticon for give up or surrender : kneeling, head bowed to the floor.
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mmS:m Yes: Beauty into Action

Perceptions of beauty vary
around the world. In Canada I was
chubby'. In Spain I was thick, but
well received. In Korea I'm fat. Fat!
What a dirty word. And it wasn't
until one of my hagwan kids loudly

announced this that I realized I was
now being held to different beauty
standards
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An amazingly beautiful, volup-
tuous Korean co-worker of mine con-
fided that she hated her body, espe-
cially her hips. Seung Mi s:wrmn_ she had a different body. “I feel... not hate,
but just compared to other women, I feel fat. And now everyone wants big
breasts, though skinny models are desirable. Everyone wants to be a model.

They can't be, but they always dream of this."
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Losing weight had always been in the back of my mind, but when I
couldn't pull my chunky butt* onto a wakeboard last summer, I vowed to
come home thinner. Of course, the first step is the hardest to take, especially
for a green’ monwmsmH adjusting to her new Korean lifestyle.
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Dieting

AFO ) Ao 3}

Rather than try to starve myself, I chose a sensible long-term plan,
Body for Life. However, many of their listed foods aren’t in Korean stores.
In addition, I was hard pressed* to encounter ways of cooking that didn't
involve a frying pan. However, I was determined, and after much science
and art, I perfected a method to grill lean meat in a primitive wire grill bal-
anced atop the stove.
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Conversely Korea offers dietary benefits. The Haiti Mart downtown,
for example, offers nothing but organic greens. Brown rice is in every food
store. I love that a co-worker, whose family farms organic oranges in Jeju-
do, keeps me in healthy supply. Ah, how the traveler can be inadvertently
blessed!
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Exercising

My past relationship with exercise had been “off and on”. Sometimes
we were merely courting, at other times full-on dating. At times we were
taking a break and I wanted to see other people, namely drinking, partying,

and fast food. But now I wanted to get serious. Seung Mi and I joined a

or Losing Weight in Korea

NIEDENAIN

by Tahl Ghitter

Korean gym together. After three months I started to see results. And I
wasn’t the only one. In the crowded change rooms, I couldn’t help the burn-
ing in my ears.’ Seung Mi eventually pulled me into a conversation,
explaining that the older women had noticed my progress. They smiled and
nodded at me, saying, “Beautiful, beautiful,” making the figure of an hour-
glass with their hands. According to Seung Mi, “older people don't like
skinny. They know the hour glass figure is more attractive to men but only
skinny bodies are on TV.” As the only white member, I knew I was bound to
attract attention, yet I hadn’t realized how much. “Everyone was following
your progress," Seung Mi told me months later. “They envied you because
they want to lose weight." I was shocked. “Even the old people?” I asked
incredulously. “Yes.”
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Size 7 . . .Finally . .

I still feel my thighs are chunky, and I know that there are parts of my
body I can never change. Regardless, I do feel beautiful in a land that,
despite all my hard work, tries to tell me I am not. I no longer care about
the store clerks who still try to fit me in a large; the barrage of comments
that range from a patronizing, "Beautiful...large" to a blatant, "Teacher fat!”
As for Seung Mi, she has changed after her experience, too. She tells me,
"My confidence has grown and my mind has changed." To no one's shock,
after regular exercise she feels healthier, stronger. “I like that feeling.” She
feels she has recognized her uniqueness, and learnt not to compare herself
to others. “After all, ” she cheerfully finalizes, “you can't change your
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chubby [KOl WAI] = a little bit fat

chunky butt [FZ& AQ] = fat or big bottom

green [OrE E4171] = newly arrived

hard pressed [Hi5Cin QQCt ] = struggling

burning in my ears [l OH71E d< L7 2] =sensing that someone is talking about you




.....

i g?p[* " e

&

O"_ O_l_
EhEe AN A Y B = Al
GO B e O Gt o Hre ] G
HZ I A MO ANALO E 2 OFE
= (g | o] Lesgtem lii(o0) = EaE

A2 0j2| 32t 2 A 2 ol
= =2 = M 0

goRexoroag,

g el o

4 X X[ O] ol H Cf I} L 2 ol Cf

. o M ' i

F€  ORGANIC WOMAN......

& . How close we are to nature ..
2 The woman who wants to be one with nature
5 ¥ & Wearing wooden skin and beaded hair
s With beautiful natural colors.
Merging into a new dimension
Which resonates with nature's style.
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~ Fashion Director/Stylist
- miki kim (kim, mi jung)
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Human Rights

Is Hope

@he Seoul Times

Serving Everyone Interested in Korea

Staff Wanted

oy & 2/ A% 2]

The Scool Times,
‘a0 Jooking for edtoral staff whe Wt to work as reporters,

ilers, photographers and editoeiThe Bewul Times is also secking
‘computer staff Witk akifl n design, or programming

Those who ate interested canibad their resume o

adoning@theseoulties com
(02) 5556138

Bhe Geovl Times £
FZ>:>§2m ﬁf.@%
Coming in 2005.....

The Seoul Times Magazine
With All the Political, Cultural, and Social News happening in Korea,

Amnesty International S. Korean Section

Email. amnes
Homepage. www.amnesty.or .kr
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whatthebOOKICEFS

Largest retail used
bookstore in Korea

 Largest selection of
- English books online
- in South Korea
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- www.whatthebook.com
02-797-2342

<o= can pick up a copy of DDD at the store




