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We here at DDD welcome you to another worthy issue. Since the
last installment an abundance of good karma has ridden in on
spring’s wings and we remain as ambitious as ever. As each issue
changes with the evolution of DDD, our own passion never falls to
the wayside.

The pages before you present DDD's tisuial explorative foray of
stories starting with a firsthand look inside an organization with cul-
tic characteristics. As s often the case, we leave it up toyoutto decide.
We follow with a highly stylized story about the live rock scene in Seoul.

An aspiring young Korean journalist and a veteran Australian activist serve up a thorough
overview of the Korea Greens in another piece where politics meets strong environmental
activism. Can Korea's corporate greed and economic need step aside to allow room for envi-
ronmental conservation?

The heart of this issue is the poetry special where we combine a wide range of voices, both
Korean and foreign, with the sculptures of
Hongik Graduate students; and so the wine is
poured. The Korean Creative Thinking section
has the editor of the Konkuk Bulletin examin-
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Welcome to DDD
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ing the being of an individual and the effort of -

by John M. Rodgers

£ 4 =3~

an English teacher gives a glimpse at a controversial situation?criminal or activist?

The Gang of 4 returns with a visit to a dog cafe where owners pamper their pets while min-
gling with others who enjoy this latest craze. The latest student contribution has one Korean stu-
dent questioning the motivations of a fellow student in the Student Writing section. What
inspires maniacal studying?

The dlosing Style Page compares and contrasts Jeju’s rustic landscape, Seoul’s modem graffiti
and the glamorous stages of Seoul's Spring Fashion Show 2005?Country, City and Catwalk meet.
Thrown into the mix is an engaging crossword puzzle that serves our desire to provide further
language building. We hope that your journey through this issue’s pages will leave you fulfilled
yet still curious and eager for our next. As well, stay
tuned to WWWilifeinkorea for future event postings
and further features.

On a final note, we extend our thanks to Tabula Rasa,
Amnesty International, LiINK, Korea Greens, Aura Bar
and all of the faithful revelers who made our May gath-
ering an enjoyable success. This pages pictures are
from that night. No, the baby wasn't there but is,
Hyung-seok Seo, the recently bom son of our web
designer and good friend, Jeong:l Seo and his wife,
Hye-sun Lee. Congratulations!
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DDD magazine wants

Koreans and foreigners

who like to

draw,

write,

translate,

animate,

and

other creative things.

How do you want to be involved?

DDD magazine—=-

Ade] ZEr}

off 1] wil o] 42

’

Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
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Julie is on her way to study journalism
in America

The writer is now teaching English
outside of Seoul.

He wishes to remain anonymous.
Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com




BRAINWASHING OR ENLIGHTENMENT

Being inside the Dahnhak center with
my Korean friend we immediately feel
otherworldly. An enormous, striking
mural covered one wall-a sunlit North
Korean mountain range depicting the
alleged birthplace of the Korean founder
Dangun. Community members smile and
continuously act friendly to me, a com-
plete stranger. Their white hanbok (white
is a symbol of purity) mysteriously bear
the number 4335 in the center, which I later
found out is from the Dahnhak calendar.
Some members of Dahnhak tell me in
English, “Wearing this outfit helps one to
focus.” My friend leaves and I put one on.
An outpouring of loving attention from
the master instructors to me was offered
and I began to feel like one of the group.

The Dahnhak (Dahn for short) retreat
provided a vigorous workout. We began
by playfully slapping our lower parts of
the stomach (“Dahnsjon”), then stretches,
neck and shoulders warm-ups, followed
by rigorous Tai Chi style exercises, capped
off with a pleasant meditation and sooth-
ing massage. I am sore but relaxed and happy:

After the session, my friend reappeared for Dahn's cus-
tomary tea and social time. Thave always heard that close
relationships naturally form amongst people with a
shared purpose: in this case the quest for enlightenment.
Here experienced teachers begin to get to know you:
what makes you tick? What are your strengths and
weaknesses? Are you emotionally wounded?

But I am getting ahead of myself. An outgoing and
upbeat friend of mine decided to recruit me to become a
member to join Dahn. The founder of Dahn is Seung
Heun Lee, who named himself Ilchi (a finger pointing to
the truth). He has authored numerous popular books on
the subject and Jaunched hundreds of Dahn centers and
other businesses and organizations internationally. Ilchi
has a vision of the brain as a natural medicine chest, and
as the means to spiritual enlightenment. He wants us to
believe that his Dahnhak and Brain Respiration pro-
grams hold the key; not only to healing and enhancing
the brains of adults and children, but to world peace.
Healing the brain takes patience and understanding and
the Dahnhak and Brain Respiration, programs devel-
oped by Ilchi Lee, appealed to me as a continuation of the
very brain science that had helped me as a very
depressed and awkward child.

Seeking enlightenment through Eastern exercise and
meditation is not unusual, but the used car sales
approach to enlightenment at the Dahn center started to

“Don’t you feel the o:oa< of the mountain’s vortex?”

jar my sensibilities. Instructors pushed community
members to purchase ever-increasing levels of enlight-
enment courses, costly healing products, and Ilchi’'s
books Many people have reported getting in over their
heads, softened by the loving environment and the fan-
tastic workouts. After all, what's a few thousand, or tens
of thousands of dollars, for spiritual “enlightenment?”
The costs run: $1,500 to take “New Human Training”.
$3,000 for a “World Lifetime Membership”. $10,000 for
“Healer School training”. For $20,000, you can receive an/
“Ancestor Liberation Ceremony”. Can't afford it now?
Sign up for a Dahn credit card and pay later. And pay,
you will; Dahn does not issue refunds.

All who join Dahn are expected to fervently recruit
new members to reach a goal of 100 million Dahn heal-
ers and 36,000 centers by 2010 (10,000 more than
McDonalds). According to Lee, 100 million enlightened
Dahn masters are needed to effect a shift in global con-
sciousness toward world peace. Thus, with a sense of
urgency, a growing number of Lee’s devotees give up
their former lives, their careers, families, and friends,
their hopes and dreams to become “new humans,” to
fervently raise money for Lee and his business partners
to heal the planet and prevent imminent collapse.

But am I getting ahead of myself again? I delighted in
exercising during those peaceful days with my new
friends. Smiles brightened our faces; we shared jokes, and

A memoir...

this was where we wanted to be Monday to
Saturday. Each new person in Dahn gets a peaceful,
“love-bombing” Our teacher, who was required to
live in the center, always offered kind words of
encouragement. Members reciprocated by bringing
gifts of food and plants-always appreciated by
grossly underpaid Dahn teachers. We held frequent
going-away parties, as Dahn relocates its teachers
about every six months, despite the teacher’s and
students’ selfish wishes. Dahn doesn’t want their
teachers becoming too attached to any person or
place. All devotion must be reserved for Iichi Lee
and his goals.

After my second month and in spite of my
doubts, I wanted to believe my now irritated
friend’s assurances. Like most people, I still resisted
believing I'had been manipulated to take the wrong
path to my true destiny. I agreed to take “Shim
Sung” training at Dahn. We each paid around $300,
to stay four to a room at a hotel, to take our first big
step towards enlightenment Instructors insisted
that we keep our experiences secret. No one was to
find out how we screamed through the night into
morning or wrote a five-year plan to devote our-
selves to Dahn, and then told our deepest pain to an
assigned partner and in the end, reduced to tears.

[ started to ask community members questions and
they were shocked. “Eastern philosophy should not face
aitical probing”, my instructor insisted. I was gently
asked if I wanted to relocate away from my friend to a
Buddhist temple where “Dahn masters have been
known to do a thousand or more devotional bows a
day.” Iichi Lee teaches that knowledge is gained through
physical pain. I don’t want that so later I am ordered to
close my eyes for continues dream instruction. L hear the
same voices awake or in my sleep: “be quiet!,” I begin to
realize that I have been involved in a destructive group
that took a total of six months out of my life. ] am going
to leave for good, but it won't be easy. My friend, angry
that her dreams of our studying together in Sedona,
Arizona, are gone, tells me, “You're not ready for enlight-
enment.” If mindless conformity and loss of individuali-
ty describe enlightenment, then she is right. When I dlose
my eyes I imagine I am with her, at Moak mountain
where Ilchi Lee daims he found enlightenment. Her eyes
brightening, she asks,

“Don't you feel the energy of the mountain’s
vortex?”

Julie is on her way to study journalism
in America

The writer is now teaching English
outside of Seoul.

He wishes to remain anonymous. ||
Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com |




OeK MD by Jack Quin & Kim Woo Jung Translation by Kim Hyun Young

Sinchon, Exit 8, City of Seou, Friday night, 9:11 pm -
Alley cats and ajummas searching and selling on the spittle soaked sidewalk -
standing room only at the dopoki carts and soju tents. The din (1) is thick with
kerosene and the huff of traffic. T'm free but still searching for rock and roll Seoul
and soon tumble live into Rolling Stone 2. Greeted by soft brown eyes, gypsy pip
skirt (2) and a sweet bean smile, “Annyong Haseyo”.

Rolling Stone 2 plugged in its first sound board in 1995. Since then hundreds of
bands and thousands of fans have rocked on the checker board floor. Tonight there
are five bands on the sandwich board (3) - Emoticon, Cuba, Ultra Condition, Seed,
Goldrush. I reckon Il hear three. I already ate and I was late. Also, shows end
early at Rolling Stone 2 and then the throng goes elsewhere for a drink. Its an all
ages club - no liquor. Fugazi! Corb Lund! Here! Hear!(4)

M. Park June Young meets we mid stairway. He is friendly, modest, serene. We
go back up the stairs, outdoors, to talk over tea. Meanwhile, indoors, a bass line
double backs on itself, a singer stammers and a glitter gum guitar frets around (5).
M. Park bought Rolling Stone 2 in 2004. He had played here for 8 years and when
the club went up for sale he bought it “ to keep it true to music.” The move from
the left of the front to the back on the right was smooth. M. Park is a music lover.
There are some 579 bands around the Hongdae and Sinchon neighborhoods he

(6) gigging - musicans playing

(1) din - loud unpleasant noise

(2) gypsy pip skirt- colorful free flowing skirt with sequins

(3) sandwich board -a sidewalk sign that acvertises attractions  (8) pink sex synth pop gyrating crying choirs - young popular

(4) Fugazi! Corb Lund! - two rock and roll bands from Noth  singing entertainers that have choreographed dance roufines,
America computer generated music, style advisers and litie hope for

says, about 100 or so are actively gigging(6). He has listened to most of them and
seena ot of them. “Before anyone plays the dlub, Ilisten to their demo (7) and they
audition.” He listens because he wants to offer diversity. He also wants top talent.
“Are many of the bands rock and roll bands?”, L ask.

“Some are.”

“Has anyone made it?”

“Yes.”, he says with a smile.

Indeed, some of Rolling Stone 2's alumni have gone on to ROC(k) stardom indud-
ing Cherry Filter. Intuitively I'm not surprised and yetIam. Thisis Corea - land of
the download, manic MP3ers and nearly as many pink sex synth pop gyrating cry-
ing choirs (8) as there are StarCrapht players. Moreover, in the year since I've been
Iucky to call Corea home, I've not yet tuned in on a Corean rock and roll radio sta-
tion. Ifind out it’s because the only regular radio show that plays Corean rock airs
nightly between 6pm and 8 pm at 91.9 FM with DJ, Bae Chul Su, when I'm out. I
also find out there are some church programs that play rock during their satellite
sermons because Jesus is a rock and a roller. And with more and more bars opting
for canned music and Dud (10) the lights on stage are dimming. But, this too shall
pass. Rock and roll will never die as long as people like M. Park and you keep liv-
ing it and loving it

(5) glitter gum guitar frets around - a shiny guitar being played ~ reunion tours
quickly (frets are the metal strips on the neck of the guitar)

(9) but it was all too much and the plastic was wax- her company
lost ot of money - the crexiit card melted

(7) demo -a promotional demonsiration recording of the musician's  (10) canned music and Dud - recorded musicand a misspelled ref-

erence to an American beer
by Jack Quin & Kim Woo Jung Translation by Kim Hyun Young
Editor's note: This piece can be read in full on www.iifeinkorea.org
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OFF 70 THE DOG CAFE

A

with

the Gang of Four

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF THE GANG OF FOUR (Go4)... contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com

n order to explore friendship between Koreans and for-

eigners and to help with studying English and Korean,
"DDD" offers the Gang of Four. A practical chat in an interest-
ing place exploring the REAL WORLD WITH REAL LAN-
GAUGE. In this edition the Go4 head to a 'dog cafe' in Hongik
University area.

It's a typical Saturday night. The maze of streets are buzzing with
street vendors, and bar hoppers We are intrigued by the idea of a
'dog cafe' with cutey pooches sporting Burberry jackets and lapping
their frappuccinos.

Fiona from Australia. Marcus from Gwangju, Karen from
Scotland, Jay from Seoul and BECK a huge Bernese Mountain dog
are on their way in to 'dog cafe’ Bauhaus.

When the doors slide open the first thing that hits us is an unmis-

tak-

able canine aroma, dlosely followed by about twenty psyched up,
curious dogs who rush over to be our noisy welcoming committee.
We grab a table, which BECK, who dwarfs all the other dogs, imme-
diately dives under. Around us, dogs are lounging on sofas and
windowsills or standing on their hind legs at the food counter.

Karen: This place is hilarious. Oh poor BECK - he's terrified.

Jay: He hasn't socialized with other dogs much before, so he's
very shy.

Fiona: Wow, I can't understand why they aren't fighting with
each other.

Marcus: Well, I think the majority of the dogs aren't customers.
They live here at the cafe so they know each other. But lets ask that
guy over there - I think he's in charge.

Bauhaus Cafe owner Jeong Jin Woo: I'm a dog lover, but rais-
ing a dog in Korea is difficult. You can't just pop off to a local park or
take your dog shopping with you. At Bauhaus, they can relax, hang
out with their owners and be with other dogs.

Jay: We're hoping to fix BECK up with a girlfriend tonight. What
do you think?
Jeong Jin Woo: Romance and coupling is strictly forbidden at
Bauhaus. All of the male dogs that live here are usually desexed
and female dogs on heat aren'tallowed in. They only likeeach
other as friends.

Marcus: But check out that crowd controller thing
(pointing to along stick with a plasticbottle taped

to the end, used to discipline the dogs).
Fiona: Ineed one of those for my students!
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Jay: BECK isn't making much social progress here. A lot of these
fun size dogs are fashion accessories to him.

The other dogs are doing a 'catch the ball' show; but our BECK is still
hiding under the table. Another dog comes over and curiously nudges
athishead. We order some snacks, which attracta crowd. A small cock-
er spaniel curls up on Karen's backpack and falls sound asleep.

Marcus: Do you think Bauhaus is part of 'ottaku’, which is a
Japanese word describing their enthusiasm for faddish trends?

Jeong Jin Woo: Yes 'fad mania’ does exist in Korea and Bauhaus
is a part of that. But we want to create a service that will keep peo-
ple interested. So we have a dog beauty salon, sell accessories and
are planning a doggie hotel.

Marcus: How about you guys? Are there dog cafes in your countries?

Karen: No, but there are a few speed dating cafe bars for people
that have opened. They get a big group of people together for a
group date. At the end of the night you see if the same person you
checked has also checked interest in you.

Fiona: Sounds as romantic as this place!

Eventually, BECK starts to take an interest in a cutey pooch.

Jay: It looks like he's with the crowd now. Let's go before he
decides to move in and make a move on one.

Karen resists the temptation to slip the cute sleeping dog in her
bag and we head out, leaving the cafe dogs and their guests to enjoy
their Saturday night.




HOPE FOR A GREEN KOREA

4 £ ulie. Why isit that most Koréans have sat back and allowed
gg&&@é&agnmwgi_&m:%m%
“Its not a m_BEm n:maob?n_ﬁi and.I QQ: _?:w mostpeople
can really give a définitive ansier. A large patt of the problerh though
lies within the crash economic development; my country has made
since the 1960's. In that time we have pulled ourselves’away from an
annual (1) GDP, comparable to the poorest countries in Latin America,
Africa and-Asia to now being the 13th largest economy in the world.
But of course this growth hasn't been without huge costs, and envi-
ronmental destruction is but one of many :mmma,\m consequences our
people have had tobear”.

Even now youronly need to look around to realize that environ-
mental issues hold (2) little ctirrency in Korean Politics, or indeed soci-
ety in general. Whilst compared to many Asian nations it doesn’t seem
so bad, high (3) greenhouse gas emissions, noise pollution, unsightly
construction projects, excessive road %?mm traffic, Emm:m?o cultiva-
tion using high amounts of fertilizers mav@naammmamﬁ general (4)
langtior of modern citizens themselves (such-as widespread littering)
has nonetheless blighted a nation which was once the scenic Jewel of
the orient.

The Korea Greens is a (5) burgeoning organization which aims to
challenge the envitonmental apathy of-society by gettirig ‘the issue
placed firmly onl the mainstream political agenda. Whilst still only a
small group, only three hundred and seventy members strong, it is a
fresh face on the political scene operating by the motivational message
of the old Korean proverb * “one can build-a mountain by gathering
specks of dust”. Vi

“We are not a registered-political party yet”, says Mr. Hyung Won
Seo, one of the group’s coordirators “but we hope to register and stand
candidates for the 2008 national congressional elections and possibly
have a candidate for the 2007 presidential election:At the moment 10
of our membefs sit as independents on:local body governments
nationwide, and we hope to have more than 100 councilors after next
year’s local body elections”.

Even though the group wants to develop a firm-national profile, it
seetns to haveits feet (6) pragmatically well grounded at the local level
at the moment. “Currently we are more focused on local issues”, Mr.
Seo says, “We are interested in the uniqueness of local situations and
problems. The role of the national government should be diffused-to
allow more (7) local autonomy. Local governments and residents must
be allowed to decide their own policies about their own areas and lives
becatise at the moment the policy from Seotil leaves local wmom_m with-
out a voice”.

“DDD entered info a discussion with Mr. Seo an activist in the
Korea Greens. “Detractors say that one of the main' weaknesses of the
environmental movement is that it is overly-naive about basic-eco-
nomicneeds. Sometimes notunfotnded, they will cite examples of the
ecolobby forcing the dosure of businesses such as mines or forests and
the subsequent tnemployment and financial hardship suffered by the
usually semi skilled, lowly educated, working diass populations which
live in surrounding areas. What's your take on this?” ./ /

“Social justice'creates sustaifiable development, if for example we
rm<m8&o$m9§m=a?m§§m€§_8m8m§:o&m€macﬁ_u8.
vide education and opportunities for new: jobs, ooﬁu_mm with ample
social manE,_Q well in advance of the closure”..

Whilst 9325@ education, job %ﬂoacsﬁﬁ ?gm nonmay exist)
%&é%&h@ mwamwav_gomgmomﬁﬁsqmmammonﬁ.
what idealistic, it shows that the Korea Greens are at least thinking

BN 3 [DDD.

By Andrew Baxter and Yeonhee Im with Eunsook Lee

about the many consequences of the debate, and not
approaching it from a (8) dogmatic viewpoint, which is
often the case with less politically astute organizations.

“We are a mattire organization” says M. Seo “We real- |
ize that we must work through the system. to achieve
change. We don't want our-members to be arrested or” g
jailed, it is better that we use the courts, the media and the
democratic system to oppose environmental destruction
and get our message across to the people”., 5

Such an exampleis the group’s leading role in opposing
the Seoul Metropolitan Government’s New Town Project,
which aims to demolish and rebuild twenty five neigh-
borhoods in relatively underdeveloped, lower socio eco-
nomic areas of the capital by 2012.

“Property in'the New Town areas will be expensive,

nesses; 8@8&@ those who own neighborhood concerns
that rely on the same local regulars who have been com-
ing for years. Thereisalso the environmental impact of the
project; including PM10 and PM2.5 dust particles (which
can cause fung cancer at high concentration levels), noise, |
vibration and other types of pollution.” ;
Progressive gtoups such asrThe Korea Greens are. %
always going to be fighting an uphill battle in Korean soci- ;
ety, especially since big'business and conservative forces  {&
use the commercial media to depict such organizationsas ¥
being the bringers of cultural destruction and the L
Confucianism base trpon which it rests. “They say weare
challenging elders and being disrespectful of our culture” |
says Mr. Seo, “but Confucianism is-only a small part of
Koreanlife. It's kind of difficult to explain what's happen-
ingin the political scene at the moment, becauseit'sanew . -
phenomenon related to the presidency of Noh Mun
Hyun. The leaders of the Korean Democracy movements
of the 1970s and 1980's are now in power and the conser-
vative forces have really united to fight them and any pro-
gressive group. The media exaggerates though, because
they want to make older people think that young people . [§
are progressives and. disrespectful. In reality though it's
not the case, not so many younger folk are all that pro-
gressive and thosethatare certainly have respect for their -
elders: The situation the media portrays is not real”.
Whether the situation is unreal or not; it is up to the vot=. » -
ers to decide whether they believe the media or groups
such as the Korea Greens. That aside, the environment
doesn't lie, it tells you like it is, which in the case of South
Korea needs protection. One can build a mountain'by gathering specks

of dust, but one can’t build a great land by destroying a mountain.

1. GDP - The value of all goods and services produced in an economy during the course of a financial year.
2. Little Currency - Something which is not widely talked about or discussed.
3. Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Air poliution which is trapped in the atmosphere, gg&ﬁggg
4. Languor - Displaying a lack of interest or concem about something. AR
5. Burgeoning - Something which is growing, or getting more important.
6. Pragmatically Well Grounded - An action or situation which is derived from common sense, :%mgmo
or achieve at that given time. S
7. Local Autonomy - 53868_2%88385@93330553&58%
8. Dogmatic Viewpoint - ggiggggagggﬂg

rsituations are impractical to do

* This old Korean proverb means that even if it takes a long time to build { ‘
university student majoring in journalism.

 Andrew Baxter and Eunsook Lee are husband and wife, they have two small chil
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Koreans and Japanese hold a joint action for
peace in Asia.
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Peace parade in commemoration of the founding
of the Korean Greens.
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Poetry SPREAD

with ArtWork from the Hongik Graduate sculpture show

May in LA 2005.

My home in L.A, I call my old friends and have dinner. Then lots of
beers and a big bottle of Russian Vodka. My stomach aches terrible. All
I can do anyway is dance and sing a song. I fall asleep on the dirty
boardwalk they are afraid for me and remind me of my mother wait-
ing but I know that I am alive.

Hyun, LA and Hongdae UL

TEA DREAMS
The tea drinks for me
I'sing for such a moment
To be swallowed
Tired swollen white
Eager refreshing spring shouts
It owns my one life
by Andrew, Dagjeon

Apartments
I' m anchored to paths worn by daily passage. Senses in a dead win-
ter; trees misfire amongst cold circuitry of apartments. Oh, how wel-
come a storm would be now!
by matt and hae jin, calgary

3-piece Haiku for Miss Bae

Her hair is falling

In the room next door HAIR
Me:- still in its swing

Red flows everywhere
Like blowing hope from candles COAT
Soft deep light it blinds

Those heels dicking fast
yet slower than new heart beats BOOTS
Together we roar by s.L.s. Seoul/ Kyoung Ju

ILLUSION
Let me dwell in a world of obscurity
And sink into my hazy dream
Keep me away from reality
And dreadful disillusion
He dwells in my imagination.
I pull patches of memory, of him together,
thinking he is watching me
As if one strand of neurons are connected to him---..
It keeps me alive
By ahrin kang , InsaDong

Grace
Ilove the grace that comes with age making pale the brashness of
youth or the grace of gentle breeding that allows a person to know
more than others yet not behave that way. Ilove the grace that rewards
substance over style because making that decision can sometimes be
very unpopuix
By david carlson (Itaewon)

Silent Dreams

When I enter a room, the weather turns very cold. Trees inside the
room become very gray. This is a very noisy room. Many people are
talking, no oneis talking to me. Ilooked around to search a silent room..
Downstairs. I knock on a door. I knock again and again nothing--- I
enter the room carefully. The room owns dark and quiet. This cannot
be a common room:-+- look at that shinning mirror.. I am in front of it.
There is only a small bug! By Eunjin Ha, Hongdae U
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Poem to Korea for Sun-Wha

With what scope you peer into a Western society that seldom is
aware of your existence

beyond wars——caught between the drive

to maintain the integrity of a proud culture and the wanton

desire to become hip , chic, cool— you have cut your eyes and loosed

your tongues in mimicry.

Something unreal in it s own existence— a stubborn unyielding
pride shouting of your

heritage, your culture—refusing ideas and expansions of thought
and unity.

I' ve felt the stares from old men, heard the Jaughter and the tales—
I' ve seenmy friend

You' ve seen the accidental death of your children and railed against

the tanks and guns carelessly treading your streets—

thoughitbeno consolationT d replace the tanks with poetry and prose

soyou d feel the soul-mind-heart of us———

and you' ve part of my soul-mind-heart Korea & it' s caught in the
same trap

Through the eyes of a lover I' ve hardly kissed & only held ginger-

by Jeremy, Itaweon

F= el e

Pills
ineed red pills to make me feel hot
ineed blue pills to make me dummy
ineed black pills to make me a ghost
ineed white pills to make me an angel
ineed YOU pills to make me happy..
by Jin Wha, Sweden

Tears

Only one who has experienced sorrow knows

that water can also burst into flames.

Only look at the crimson blaze

rising from the horizon on a summer’ s day

beside the sea at sunset. It s as if it is so sad about something
that it has wept until its eyes are red.

White salt crystallizing on the mud

like traces of tears on a cheek:

salt is the charcoal of love.

If we say that love is light rising as fire,

sorrow is light rising as water,

and tears rising gently in the eyes make the darkness bright.

contd. pg 12
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There is darkness in God' s heaven too
Just as I scatter letters one by one
a,b, ¢ d... on the empty lines of my page,
God scatters starsin the evening sky.
Why should empty space be so frightening?
God' s space up there, eager to stop up with light
the void of the Absolute, while I try to fill it
with words. When I scatter letters one by one
a b ¢ d... on the empty lines of my page i
the seeds that fall to the ground grow into flowers, an
trees but yet sooner or later they all return .
back into empty space. Language
vanishing like the blaze of a shooting star
in the distances separating you and me,
and since there is light there is darkness
in God’ s heaven too.

By Oh Sae-young, Seoul National Untversil

GHOSTS

I' m a Philippina I believe in Ghosts.

One cries a nation collapses--- It collapses very well.

They try to relive their fate. They can’ t go anywhere the lollipop is
off the stick

You car’ tbe too late to Hell.

Method acting is an abstraction rolling down their faces
Asking for forgiveness, blurs, second chances haze.
Inlife, In death the slippery slope doesn’ t give a shit.
Darkness will always be there.

Play the lottery, win, marry a ghoul

Go ahead let light in

Change everything but your place of birth.

BLOOD

When your blood isn’ tsilent it is “Revelation”

My blood talks to me- -+ knows about the other blood.

How they mingle. blood doesn’ t know about sunlight or shadow
blood can’ t know what' s happening out there. blood’ s not on the
pavement it s not on the Disney Channel.

Itis not inside tears it is not inside spittle.

Maybe blood has a brain because it reminds me of things I shouldn’
thave done.
And not even God can console blood. blood cannot be overpowered
But blood cannot destroy the whole mankind
Blood needs a woman to help with that.
I'am positive. And I am going to do it.

By Gem Philippines/Seoul

Roommate

In a room filled with smoke-tinted rock memoirs,

she lies, face down, in what seems to be a deep, deep stupor:
Her Marlboro-smelling wet, leather jacket

still full of Havana cigars

reminds me that this isn’t the first time, never the last,

that she came home in a raging torpor.

no time to kiss the whiskey bottle

in an attempt to drown your sorrow.
Yea, life’s not what you want
however you may crave every night

Sleep, lass, while it lasts.

The sun may still shine tomorrow
but the day will not be any brighter:
So sleep lass, while it lasts,

though I doubt you'll ever care.

Yet all that I know,

I know and I know

that you are not the queen of the dark,
that you daim to be yours.
Smoke on the horizon,
smoke in your eyes,

smoke on your dark, stark lips,

that bid me dark, restless sleep.

Han Hae-ri, Daewon Foreign Language H.S.
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Spring speaks of §
and tells tales of
Valley winds lift

to busy mot
pines.d
‘achme

mxr me
Water, eag
descends, reviv
Her cyel

my paycheck is as small as my sis’ s foot’ s ditt....
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my cell was fell down to the toilet after I finished my business before

-2 I flushed...
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Sl Inow hate seeing my old winter shoes cos’ they are too tight 1
“and hot... ', i
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ut I put some new soles into them today.
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Thate all smoke in this PC Bang even more....
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Cross world €ross word

ACROSS

1. Expel from the country  U2}ol| 4| S=5)sict

4. Curly hair F&m2

5.State of mind ®}&7}A

7. Toguess 3 5743}t

12.1deal ©]A}291

14. Not experienced o] §l=, 219

18. Something that happens by chance -©-¢15] 2FAlat 7
19. After school school ®}1}3 &}

20. Extreme excitement =E0] TH d3

23. Hard cover for broken limbs 52}l -t} ¥ 531 whulst ey
24. The other option T}2 A€l

26. To live for awhile 7FA]%5-¢F A}

28. Agroup of people or fish A}go|L} Ei17]9] £2]
29.0neofakind =E3t

by Woo Jung Lim

DOWN

2. Bottomsup |~ $Ho] t} So|ATt

3.Entertainers A|5-& 7Hd ARS, A9l

6. Alarge variety 2 ThoF4

8. Clever and manipulative %%3}3 W X3t

9. White powder in coffee 73] o] 42 314 712

10. Good luck, cheerup ¥uj2H

11 Averybusy city %3] E58 FA]

13. Former club members S35

14. A portable computer Foj-& e

15. A master of nets and boats 123} R EQ] A%

16. A table game of sticks and balls a}te} Z0 2 1= Hlo|E A9
17. Areligiouslesson F-11%|91 &

20. Animal or plant waste nutrients §-E0]1} A1 80| ook
21.Shared W, 33k

22. Tnsult with opposite behavior ¥t s) %ol tjgt =&

25. Ahot home for plants 2158 7| 27] 93t Ay 37+
27.Notreal A7} opd
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KOREAN Creative Thinking

Connectingto Each Other:

Many young people begin to make deeper relationships in spring.
Can they also recognize that sometimes the relationships are still artificial
and people rarely show their true self even when they are becoming
more and more familiar with each other? Also, many university students
say that, ‘When Iwas a high school student those were the years that I
met the most sincere and true friends.” Well, the movie, “About a Boy”,
isabitsimilar to the challenge of meeting people in the springtime of life.

The leading man Will (Hugh Grant) says in the very first scene that,
“All men are islands.” This means that people do not need to cooperate
with or depend on someone else. He believes that if someone has
enough material things and a right way of thinking, that they can live on
their own paradise island without being concerned about other people.

Will does not actually feel the necessity to have any real social con-
nections. He doesn’thave ajob or a family to live with and all his life he
has just hung around with girls. Then one day, Will recognizes that sin-
gle women with children are much easier to attract and date and go to
bed with. So, he joins a single parent party.

This individualistic way of thinking can be considered aggressive and
bizarre, yet what the writer (Nick Hornby) wants to talk about is our
attitude toward relationships.

Iam a university student and editor of the school newspaper and this
movie makes me wonder about the people around me. Is there any-
body who wants someone to share activities and passions with like
studying or doing some traveling? In university I wonder does any-
body besides me geta “vacant feeling” during club meetings or regular
major meetings even though they are surrounded by many people.

Basically, making friends and building relationships are natural
things in human nature. But if you don't begin to show your true self,
then neither will anyone else; other people avoid opening their minds
and do not respond to you. My point is you need to have your mind
open if you begin a relationship right from the beginning.

So, back to the movie! Will begins another vacant feeling relationship
with a single mother. But, after she tries and fails to commit suicide, Will
and her son Marcuse begin a relationship. Will begins to change himself
as he interacts with Marcuse, and finally then the much older Will
begins to open his mind.

And the people in my life now know that a few true friends surpass
all of the artificial relationships made in school. And perhaps, it would
bebetter to keep inmind that the important strategy is being honest and
unafraid to meet strangers. Writers know that everyone has their own
style and space, and it is difficult to approach someone you don't know.
But, if we can do this, it becomes quite an adorable way of thinking and
makes the life more valuable.

Will says in the movie, ‘Every man is an island.” And that might be
true. But clearly some of us are part of island chains and below the sur-
face of the ocean we're actually connected.

The Min Kyoung Kim is Editor-in-Chief of the Konkuk University
Bulletin.

So Hee Kim is a translator in Seoul Contact dddlifeinko-
rea@yahoo.com
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He Says : Did you know “Sex in the City”is an Australian show?
WHEPIE AL E AT EF 4 Q) 2 E9Y?

She Says : My dog is cooler than this guy!
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nrecentmonths the Korean govern-

ment has been cracking down
nationwide on foreign English teachers
working illegally. English-language
instruction is a massive industry here,
& with relatively high salaries for native
: English speakers and the owners of the
private institutions. But over the past few
years, stories of unqualified instructors
have faced the glare of the media spot-
light. In the most recent instance, a televi-

sion documentary in February highlight-
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s Courtesy of OhMyNews international Korea

a gﬁgigéggv%eﬁmﬁ
Busan on March 24, sent OhmyNews a long, diary-style let-

tention Center at Yeosu, along Korea's south coast.

ot want to be identified for fear of Retribution.

Jay here at the Ministry of Justice’s Yeosu Immigration
Center. (Before I came here I spent seven days at the

Office.)

, Please forgive me for my wrong doing. Forgive
with your country, food, culture, people, history,
ountains, trees, traditions, manners, neighbor-
scenery, atmosphere, joys, triumphs, disappoint-
museums, language, movies, TV shows, music,

tings, arts and much, much more for the past six

York City. My parents are Jamaican. 'm 34 years
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old. I'studied Korean here for two years at Seoul National University;
butI still have so much more to learn. If I am able to in the future, Iwish
to continue my studies, live in Korea and eventually become a Korean
citizen. I want to contribute whatever I can to making my adopted
home the best place it can be.

I'was taken into custody by two police officers on Thursday, March
24, 2005, on suspicion of teaching English at a Busan language institute
without a proper visa. In short, I was tried, convicted and sentenced —
or rather handed over to the immigration office authorities to be
deported. Immigration determined that the case against me was valid.
I'was told Thad to leave Korea...

When I'was first brought to the immigration authorities in Busan, I
was threatened verbally as well as physically because I refused to show
them my passport. It was taken from me by force after at least seven
immigration and police officials held me down (one, almost suffocated
me by covering my mouth.) Before they knew I was an American they
thought I was from some African country. After they learned I was
American, their attitudes changed drastically...

Although I car't blame the police and immigration officials for try-
ing to do their jobs, I believe my human rights were violated. I do not
seek retribution. I don't want revenge. I do, however, feel that if the way
I'was treated in their zeal to determine my identity is common practice,
then such procedures should be immediately discontinued, corrected
and discouraged by law. I never had the benefit of protection of a
lawyer during the entire time I have been in police and immigration
custody. I was never properly informed about what my rights are. I
don't even know the names of any of police and immigration officials
that I have encountered so far. I never knew my rights when I was
arrested. I never saw ajudge. The only time Ihad the benefit of a trans-
lator was when I was asked to give a statement — in which the police
officer who was typing it and asking me questions — conveniently left
out the incident where I was brought to immigration in the dead of
night and verbally and physically assaulted by seven officers because I
refused to cooperate. Is this justice?

For the complete diary go to www.ohmynews.com or email
todd@ohmynews.com

Joanne Kim studies translation.
Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com



DDD Public Service Announcements

e
v

% [

s

-

-

rollingstotleg2 /' -
W SPACEM

. . . e ’ =
Gt T
> Réal Band LIVE CLY

@4\ ﬁ_ﬁ_, w__#_“w:._ucvf.

with Beer & Drink

%

/
y 1

®

NKEY

Daily LIVE - Open pm 6:30 ~ :bq
(off day'- Monday) . =&

L

more INEQ=Tel.02-332-9439 01%-9608-9439
hitps//cate.doum.net/SPACEMONKEY
1

N

> > brbp» puzzle page 13

Cross Word Answer

ACROSS

1. deport

4. perma

5. attitude

7. reckon

12. favorable
14. naive

18. coincidence
19. hagwon
20. frenzy

23. gibs

24. alternative
26. dwell

28. throng

29. unique

2. oneshot

3. talent

6. diversity

8. cunning

9. prim
10.fighting

11. metropolitan
13. alumni

14. notebook
15. fisherman
16. pocketball
17. sermon

20. fertilizer
21. mutual

22. sarcastic
25. vinylhouse
27. artificial

Human Rights
Is Hope

work
-V nplay

www.worknplay.co.kr

Korea's Job Resource

and Entertainment Guide

CamaoChUTe

Poster - F i it
>E.Em~ ;
Poster

Tel : 02)333=7136

LIBERATION IN NORTH KOREA

LiNK stands for Liberation in North Korea. It is a non-profit,
non-partisan, non-ethnic and non-religious group.
= 5HAAY AR5 A v A, vlgut 29057
T3 wlE ARl S Yy

www.linkglobal.org

Seoul chapter : linkseoul@gmail.com

Meetings every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, 7p.m.
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A warm neighborhood,
Beautiful Store

Beautiful Store is

a non-profit organization that works

for a more sustainable and sharing society.

We sell secondhand goods donated from citizens, >
and shares the profits with our neighbors il
living in difficulties in our society. A
Beautiful Store is always waiting for your contact.

Tel. 02-3676-1004

Email give@beautifulstore.org Y 4 N
Website www.beautifulstore.org

WHAT THE
BOOK?
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Park Byoung Hee is in the twelfth grade of high school in Busart.
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Nature in Country! and Fashion on the Catwalk

Photo by Mix Moon
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