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DDD magazine wants

Koreans and foreigners

who like to

draw,

write,

translate,

animate,

and

other creative things.
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Hi, I' m Woo Jung. I' m happy you picked up DDD Magazine, Fall is a great time to read
and reflect. The air is crisp. The light is clear and bright. Sweaters feel like hugs, Tea
tastes better. Cafes and easy chairs are a good place to be. Especially ones where you
can watch the leaves on the trees turn color while you turn the leaves of DDD Magazine,

In this issue of DDD you' 1l encounter a diverse range of issues and ideas to reflect upon.,
You' Il be asked, “Why are disabilities considered to be a shame in this world?” as you read
about a Korean organization that is fighting for the rights of disabled people.

You' I discover that the ongoing conflict between the Chinese Government and mem-—
bers of an organization called the Falun Gong has spilled over even more into interna—
tional spotlight. The questions raised by this issue are truly a matter of life and death.

Closer to our home here in Korea you'll meet some people who are trying to build
stronger bonds of friendship between Japan and Korea, ‘Ainori is worth the read with a
good cup of tea.

For the film fan in all of us DDD returned to the 10th Annual Busan International Film
Festival. In this first of a two—part expose, you' 1l listen in on a conversation with a ris—
ing star of Korean cinema,

Through another lens, this issue brings still more beauty to light. Check out what some
volunteers with heart, imagination and a little paint did to help transform the world
around us. Smile. Smile. Smile,

And, if you haven't seen a good smile on a centerpage for a while, check out ours, Is
it love or is it more than an Angry Inch?

Speaking of love, the beloved editor and creator of DDD rustles the leaves of this issue
with some risque fiction penned on his recent trip to Thailand. Don’t forget your sun—
screen and sandbags!

Get comfortable. We continue in the literary vein with the short story “Woman”. Is a
picture worth a thousand words or is a word worth a thousand pictures? Good question.
Great story. More tea? Perhaps not, the sun is setting. Time to change places. Time
to switch to soju. How about a crazy night in Itaewon? Ready! Set! Read! Slow...

If these leaves still aren’ t enough, and you still want more, you could go for a walk up
Bukhansan. Or you could visit our website www.lifeinkora.org. There you' 1l find some
of DDD' s past stories and pictures too. We posted them just for you, After all, DDD is
made by you, for you. So, please open your heart and come on in. You' re always welcome
and we want you.

Literally Yours
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The Pope of Phuket

The writer is creator/editor of “DDD". The rest of this story will be going up on www.lifeinkorea.org

Apichae is 48 hours from the flight that will take him from
Bangkok to JFK international airport in New York. He some—
times tells the tourists visiting Phuket and staying at the
Princess Hotel that the scars on his arms are from the
Tsunami. They are not. They are from numerous motor
scooter crashes that Apichae challenged himself and his
friends into after the Tsunami and while the Andaman Sea
was getting back almost to where it should be.
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After Apichae and his friends crashed all of the scooters
whose owners couldn’t be found, he started to think more
about life and his future. He reckoned that he was handsome
enough to go successfully live in New York City. He was, His
face was often animated by a lower jaw that wagged all the
time except when he was walking or talking. He had black
silky hair kind of long then tucked in up front; one long curl
arriving at his collarbone,
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His beauty was tropical but not so typical. The gods gave
him a French curl and not even the Tsunami could take that
away so everyday was a happy one. Another reason Apichae
was generally happy was that a visa was made available for
him after the Tsunami though not because of it.
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There is no visa lottery for Thai nationals who want to trav—
el for long outside their kingdom, but he received an open
three month tourist visa from a combination none the less,
He finished with the highest rank from his mandatory army
service and then procured a visa with the help of his sister’ s
connection. Her medical school instructor; a.doctor from
Louisiana- whom she had just accepted a marriage proposal
from.
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Apichae s sister Reia -had always been the straight—A
brains in the family, but it was he who had an interest in
international life and even sometimes politics so; he would use
his looks to cut the path to wherever the world would take
him.
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Yes, he had city looks and New York was the place he want—
ed to live since he could remember watching it in music videos
and movies while in the different rooms of the Princess,
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He sometimes forgot who the president over there was for
the whole teeming country, but Apichae liked him because he
spoke English in half sentences... as if he was forgetting what
to say and had to take a break in the middle of a sentence
and re—tune in. To Apichae it was like the president of that
huge country made English easy and was speaking directly to
him.
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By Scott Liam Soper
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There was no Manchester or Chelsea football there. He
didn’ t really know any Thais or farrangs there. But he read
several O' Henry stories in his one year of college and sensed
that behind those perfect little fantasies of penthouse and 1
pavement were the people he belonged with. . ‘
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Also, what filled up the picture that Apichae had of New
York came from the only tourist that took a real interest in
him, Clay, a New Yorker who stayed at the Karon Princess
hotel where Apichae worked. They met when trying to get
the air—con to work in Clay s room. A few days later Apichae
saw him hicycling along Karon beach and somehow more or
less keeping up with the multitude of motor scooters.
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That late night was not a rainy one as Apichae was
ting at the hotel bar in a pair of jeans and a buttoned w
cotton shirt with a western collar that everyone noticed

his hair and carrying a pair of sneakers from a brand .}_
famous in Thailand. v 3
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He was turning in circles looking back towards the
Andaman coast perhaps wondering if he should go back into
the strong surf which no one was supposed to swim in of
course, and that' s when Apichae greeted him with the smile
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famous for Thailand. Clay sat down facing him, ordered a
beer, and started to speak towards the sky obviously pos—
sessed by more of an experience than illegal swimming,
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“T'was in the valley and then the waves’. Apichae quickly
tuned in but knew he had to listen to more than these first
words to understand,
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‘T really didn’ t know until it was too late,” he continued,
‘T was walking on the beach looking for a place to swim
and... then... this... this, amazing body came up to me took
off .... her... top ...and pulled down my shorts.” This was the
type of piece by piece sentence that Apichae was comfortable
with, Still, he realized that this farrang talked much faster
than the American president,

e 2R YR 29 O 7R E EFA- e 98 T wikk A
£ ztom ooks weh 2w glgle) ) 1 =
7R AR Gkl UreRbAL- . 9] 228 Hlof |- X] 3, U] Wkl
£ 2ol Yot o 1= 3ot gk utr] 4 54 of7] 917] o)
oA7} doke7] MLk SIAT 1= o] =Tk v|= tiE Rk
A wEA etk 28 dopalsT

“I was down on the sand and these breasts that were 40
inches a piece were on me, They were like sandbags stacked
up as part of a seawall...Oh Shit Apachee! T was sandbagged
on the beachl” The farrang drank half the beer and showed
what was what with his hands by making the shape of a half—
barrel then rolling it up and down along his hips, Apichae
smiled instinctively getting the meaning of the illustration but
Jjust now kind of getting the last part of the sentence,
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By now they were both smiling as the farrang breathed deep
again like he had too much salt in his lungs and words in his
mouth.
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‘It seemed all right what happened Apichae, and I knew I
had to give her money but the... After Ihanded her 300 baht,
she wiped her tits with it, walked away, turned around, and:
dropped her pants and... Jesus Christ! She had a penis!”
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Apichae heard the name of a different God and laughed out
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loud followed by the breath an audience takes when they re
not sure if this punch line wasn't the end of the comedy but
the beginning of it.
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“Dazed and confused in silicon valley.” the performer said,
“And you went for swimming!” The pretty boy smiled and
raised his beer as did Clay. Apichae didn’ t look at the toasting
bottles but into eyes of Clay and those were turned outward
away from the act of toasting and in search again of foreign
shores. j
Ao o] wo| Wol Zbag A et S0l A7) o] @
et
T S ot AR Fuld2 A oA SFojojA w3
of BiFRS Sof ZHich ol Al sh= W& AtkrA] 913 2o
O] e HlERE L QI9ieh 19 T 2w o] Fatolli= ofe Al ¢f

o] A e of=2| 7} thA| Aot o] W & Sk 91t

Finally, Clay came back and reached for a cigarette,
Likewise Apichae reached over to light it for him and in front
of the high—tide sound of collapsing waves the single click of
the lighter was more like the pope of Phuket giving his bless—
ing than merely lighting someone's cig.
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Occasionally Apichae would field questions from tourists
about the habits of Katooeys or Lady—boys but now he was
drifting in his mind back to last night and the German women
that came back to the Karon Princess hotel drunk and want—
ing to drink more. They asked Apichae for beer in the foam
coolers called beer condoms. They stressed the word “condom”
more than once thinking that was funny, And then it was his
turn. Apichae smiled at them and smoothly rolled up his shirt
sleeves and told them,

“These scars were from Tsunami Tsunami. I watching the
Tsunami wave come in.....”
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Clay grabbed another cigarette and offered up one to
Apichae who was back in the present and unexpectedly came
out with,

“Tknow the stories of O’ Hanray and those people are the
real.”

The farrang thought he was talking about the French foot—
baller so he lit his own cigarette now and paid attention to
its clouds of smoke where the incomprehensibly pretty face
that was attached to that fantasy body on the beach
appeared behind the smoke.
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“How can it be?”, he wondered out loud, Apichae explained
how he had been to college and read American stories and O’
Henry' s were his favorite, Clay was startled and nodding now
really in—between worlds and drags as he paid close attention
to Apichae while telling him that he also had read some O
Henry.
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Apichae left his cigarette alone to tell Clay that he knew of
Thais in the south part of the country who were ,

“Trouble making with Muslim terror.” Anything could have
followed that, but Apichae was called up to the front desk.
Maybe the German women were back,
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He stood up without trying while solemnly declaring that he
was
“Not a Muslim but a Buddhist.”
It was such a natural good night note that Clay went
upstairs to his room and didn’ t even bother to shower.
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Writer and Translators Sohee Kim and Marcus
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This story is written in three Languages by members of ANORI

Every Saturday afternoon, Jongno street heats up due to Japanese and Korean
people gathering together and wanting to know about each other’s culture. Ever
since 2002 Korea and Japan Worldcup, so-called “Yonsama boom, Hanryu boom”
has been rising among Japanese people. Many Japanese go shopping on
Myungdong street and the weekend feels as if it were Sibuya street. From these
areas, [ would like to start looking in to “AINORI”, a Korea and Japan Cultural
Exchange organization.

In April 2001, Jongno street witnessed the vigorous kick-off of “AINORI”. Ever
since then, I, drifter-minded founder; moved around from Jongno street through
Shinchon, Korea Uni areas and Myungdong. Then I came back to the starting point,
Jongno in Sep 2005. I am still holding to the initial intentions of enhancing cultural
exchanges between two countries. The first ever concept of cultural exchange,
“AINORI" is virtually the matrix of many current cultural exchange organizations.
Korea and Japan have long been dubbed as “close and distant countries”. I wanted
to overcome this distance between two countries and achieve a good relationship
in which two sides share and exchange each other’s cultrue and so on. This was my
founding intention because I thought it would be fascinating.

When I came to Korea, there were no such groups as “AINORI”, so everytime we
had our gathering about 30 or more Korean and Japanese people came and had a
happy time. We shared each other’s culture and it is an unforgettable memory of
mine. But it is not that everything went well all the time. There were often several
incidents that threatened “AINORI"’s existence. Misunderstaings of some Korean
people who carried high hostility against Japan scared us all. “The Kimchi Fiesta
2002 Dec incident” was one of them and Korean SWAT team came in to break up
our gathering, This incident still lingers in my mind as a heartbreaking memory and
well echoes the deep, sad canyon between my two countries. Despite various hard-
ships, many peope who visited “AINORI"” sites told me that they had a really good
time and went home with a big and satisfied smile on their faces. This really helped
me keep going with “AINORI”

As time went by, our contribution to cultural exchange between Korea and Japan
got recognized, so magazines, newspapers and TV stations covered our story.
However, what we have always sought after is not getting more media coverage
but “having Korea-Japan cultural exchanges in a familylike and liberal environ-
ment”. With this intention, we added a new motto, “Every visitor is a member of
our family” for the new generations and new century. “AINORI” will try to be, not
only an exemplary group of Korea-Japan cultural exchange

s but also a friendly place for travellers in East Asia. We
hold regular meetings in Seoul as well as Tokyo. So, why
don't you visit us if your have a plan to trip to Tokyo. We
will be waiting for your visit with open minds and
| warm hearts.

Contact info
phone : 02-541-3061

website : wwwifreechal.com/shige
email : shigeloveskorea@hotmail.com
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Janet Jun

Mother has only mentioned once the man she was in love
with before coming to America and meeting Father.

“Never tell your husband you had Lover before him.”

That was Mother’s way of telling me that Father was ignorant
of this other man. I'wanted to ask what she meant by Lover. If
her definition and mine were the same, if perhaps she meant
Beau. Lover calls to my mind passion, sex, and violent desire-a
far cry from the practical Mother and Wife. Perhaps she meant
some of those things, I just wonder which ones.

“Stay a virgin.” She held her hand dose to my face, her index
and middle fingers sticking straight up to making a Living V. I
studied them cross-eyed.

That Living V was her parting gesture to me before I moved
to New York. I'm sure there were other gestures, other words-
perhaps I love you, I'm proud of you, a smile, a kiss, a squeeze
of my cracked hands. But only those three words and the image
of her lonely feminine fingers stay in my mind, not because of
their obviousness or simplicity, but because they make me won-
der about this other man, the one before Father:

KOREAN CREATIVE WRITING

smiling, full of youth, a striking poster couple for Love. I can't
decide whether or not Father’s jaw is strong.

“Umma...what happened with...with Jin-Hyung?”

There is a long silence on the other end of the line. Then, flatly,
“I come to America.”

“Ok..and?”

“And the end. We suppose to marry, but I go, he stay. I write
and he write, back and forth. One day he stop writing. I never
hear from him again.”

{Oh*%

“Don't tell Appa!” She forces alaugh. “He be so angry!”

“But why?”

“Oh, honey..all men the same, they don’t want to hear you
had Lover before them. They like to think they the only one.”

“Ohhhh...so that's the secret to Umma'’s marriage, ey?”

“Well, he never ask, so I don'’t tell him.”

“Huh..Umma, why'd you marry Appa?”

“Oh...the more I date him, the more comfortable I feel..] know
no matter whatI do, he stand by me and love me. And it's true.

I'm glad [ marry Appa.”

“Stay a virgin.” She held her hand close to my face, her index
and middle fingers sticking straight up to
making a Living V. | studied them cross-eyed.

She refuses to call him her chut sa rang, and when I ask if
Father was her first love, she laughs, “I don’t know; I don't care,
and I don't want to think about it!”

There is something hidden behind the Living V—a story, a
love, a bruise. Then again, maybe I am just wishing there is
because I want to believe that Mother was once like me—itching
for a touch, raw lips, hot breath loosening my tired neck.

Ihesitate. “What was his name?”

There i a brief silence as she digs into memory.

“Jirchyung”

I repeat the syllables, owning them, making them mine. My
insides churn, the name explodes within me. A figure flashes
before me of a lone soldier, rebellious, his angled jaw twitching
in concentration, dark thick eyebrows perfectly shaped, curving
inward into a slightly crooked nose, his features sharp and
defined, the muscles in his forearm and hands turning under
tight smooth skin as he flicks his cigarette to the ground. He
looks up at me, eyes filled with aching and the urispeakable. I
know that look.

“Did you know a man with strong jaw is very good in bed?”

“Ummal” I gasped. “I can't believe you said that!” Mother
just giggled as if to say, I may be your Mother, but I am still a
Woman and can still teach you about sex.

Iwonder how she knew that men with distinctjaw lines made
good lovers, if it was just a bit of wisdom passed down to her,
her own mother stating casually as they were washing dishes or
pickling kim-chee, “A Man with a strong jaw is a strong Lover,”
like some kind of Confucian proverb. Maybe it was their way of
saying that men aren’t the only enlightened ones.

I am digging through a large box filled with aged photos. I
study the eyes of the women, my forerunners, trying to read
them. Proud? Secretive? Happy? Father appears too, in black
and white, a polyester butterfly collared shirt and bell-bottoms
adorning his once thin frame. Heholds a Woman gently around
her slender waist; Mother as Woman and Father as Man are both

Mother caught me in a lie when I was nine. She came home
early from the shop thatmy parent’s owned to find a warm spot
on the carpet in front of the television and the piano still dusty,
untouched.

“Did you practice piano?”

Inodded. She lectured me for over an hour; stating that the
one thing she could not tolerate was deception.

“You betray my trust.” Then she left me alone.

I'sat on the wooden piano bench and rehearsed Czery until
my fingers, so like Mother’s, could run up and down the keys
flawlessly; in perfect tempo with the metronome. After two
hours, my fingertips numb, I crept quietly toward Mother’s
room. Her door was open slightly; a thin sliver of light sliced the
carpet beneath my feet. AsIwas about to knock, I'heard a sigh,
the shuffle of papers.

Through the crack I saw an outline of Mother sitting on the
floor, the lacquered box that held her wedding dress open in
front of her. In herlap sat a pile of yellowing envelopes, distinct
with airmail borders of red and blue diagonal lines. She was
reading a letter, a soft laugh mixed with buried memory escap-
ing every now and then. I watched her for an infinite moment
as she read letter after letter, replacing each one carefully back
intoits envelope and then back into the box, safe underneath the
folds of her white gown.

Janet Jun is a writer and teacher living in Seoul.
Translation by Jung-Hyung Lee
Contact dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com
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Falun Gong: Cultivation and Persecution

By John M. Rodgers with Sarah Choi

The pillars of their practice are truth, compassion and tolerance. With its introctuction to the Chinese

society in 1992 by its founder, Li Hongzhi, Falun Dafa began as a silent giant registering as an exet-
cise group under the gigong (pronounced chee-gong) ideology which is deeply rooted in Chinese society; qi
means universal life energy and gong means cultivation energy. Falun Dafa generally translates to universal
law of the Dharma wheel. And Falun Gong (as the group is more often called) is the actual Dharma wheel
practice.

This practice focuses on breathing, meditation and slow motion calisthenics and is also connected to an
ancient tradition of Xulian which emphasizes techniques to "cultivate" the mind and body as ameans of stay-
ing fit and healthy. Such methods may have paleolithic roots.

The Falun Gong originally enjoyed the Chinese government's endorsements and praise as it was shown
to improve the health of practitioners thereby reducing health care costs. However, as the group's success
and popularity burgeoned and Li Hongzhi's 1995 book Zhuan Falun became a national best seller seeds of
suspicion began to sprout in the government and academic sectors. Consequently, in late 1996 and early 1997
the first ripples of the impending castigation and persecution of the Falun Gong appeared when an article
denouncing the group appeared in an official Chinese newspaper and the Public Security Bureau launched
an investigation into the organization.

What followed over the next two years led to increased harassment of practitioners, the April 25, 1999 pas-
sive demonstration by more than 10,000 practitioners at the government center in Bejjing and the pernicious
June 10, 1999 establishment of the "610 Office” by President Jiang Zemin. The 610 Office was to "..specialize
in handling the Falun Gong' issue," according to Jiang. Who reportedly also claimed, "no meastires to exces-
sive." And little more than a month later, on July 19 Jiang made an official announcement that Falun Gong
was banned. So the crackdown was initiated and a dark doud of government suppression began building
overFalun Gong, What also became an ironicenemy of the group was one of their beliefs-truthfulness. Their
honesty required that they admit their affiliation to anyone who inquired. Most often this was a Chinese offi-
cial who would then detain them.

Here in Korea the Falun Gong has a rather large following that may reach above 50,000 members (uncon-
firmed reports say more than 100,000 Zhuan Fala books have been sold). However, it is hard to give a spe-

T1e Falun Gong is a group whose practice is based on a mixture of religion, meditation and exercise.

12 | DDD

ific and reliable figure because its members do not register with any one person or a central office. Rather
they freely practice and associate with other members as they see fit. As I found during my own look into
the group, the members here tend to quietly congregate for the sole purpose of practicing the exercise. They
also exhibit an enthusiastic and welcoming demeanor to any individual who s curious about the group and
its practices. Many new followers are just individuals who approach practitioners inquiring about what they
are doing, And there is no shortage of resources to teach and prepare new followers-Seoul alone has 65
indoor and outdoor practice sites.

One afternoon I found myself on the 8th floor of a business building in central Seoul in one such room that
was the size of a studio apartment. The door was left wide open, a large mat laid in the center of the room, a
sprawling poster outlining each movement of the exercise covered a wall on the right and a big screen TV
showing a single man performing each stage of the exercise stood at the rear. When I arrived a middle aged
man was already following the instructions of the TV and being advised by a Falun Gong member who cor-
rected and fine-tuned his movements. Thad been brought to the room by another member, Chang Sik Lee,
who had granted my request to try the exercise and we quietly shed our shoes and moved to the mat. The
very first thing that came to my mind was, "this is not easy." The complete five part exercise takes 2 hours with
half of it spent in a cross-legged sitting position that makes the usual Korean sit-on-the-floor-for-a-meal seem
utterly painless and simple. Tt often takes foreigners 2 to 3 years tobe able tosit in the position," said Lee. Both
heels are to be pointed up or skywards-if you doubt the difficulty try it. The point (for those who wish to know
but haven't read Zhuan Falun) tends to be something that followers belabor over putting into words.

In Buddhism the soles of both feet, the two palms and the top of the head need to face upward in order
to achieve the Lotus position. This is called the Five Centers Facing Heaven in Falun Gong. The universe
and us are full of positive and negative energy and the exercise helps us to expel negative energy while
absorbing the immense amount of positive energy that the universe procuces. This is a stage of cultivation,
according to Founder Li. But, as I said, none of this is a quick fix or what appears to be a gimmick- a solid
commitment over a long period of time is necessary. Followers say that one should not think about the indi-
vidual exercises or the actual purpose of them(something I found difficult to do) but clear the mind and focus
onnothing. Whenever I asked a question about "why" we did something I received a look that seemed pre-
scient yet still curious. PART TWO OF THE STORY COMES NEXT ISSUE.
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Korean and Chinese pracﬂtloners dolng the

o0 7142 alosj- ns - divine power strengthening exercise at
ﬁ 2 R0l opr}, o2 ¢ 2zt Maronie Park in Hyehwa-dong, Seoul.
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1. political reform: Hx| 7S

2. Paleolithic roots: 7417| AlcHA 7|&

3, seeds of suspicion: 2}=2| MG

4. impending castigation and persecution: 2185t 7ok Hisf
5, crackdown: &2}

6. extensive sunveilance: HeSIst ZIA|

7. clandestine operation: 225t =&

8 sole purpose: G243t =%

9. fine-tuned movements: Aust SAt

The "strengthening divine powers" exer- The "penetrating the two cosmic extremes”
cise? the most difficult and advanced of exercise. A purification exercise where cos-
the five exercises. The sitting stance must mic energy is channeled through the body

be held for one hour. expelling negative energy. It is the third
exercise and takes 10 minutes.
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Interview with an Emerging Actress : Choi Banyah
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As part of our up-coming report on the 10th Pusan Intemational Film Festival, we interviewed an up-and-coming acfress developing her talent
and preserving her integrity in the jungle of stardom. While so much attention is slavered on the big stars and directors, the real story is with those
whose names are not on the front pages but are sfruggling to emerge. This is a big year for actress Choi Banyah as she has participated in three
feature fims by acclaimed directors. The first, Blossom Again, was released last month, while her other:two films had their premier showing at this
year's PIFF. Of these latter, Love Talks was fimed entirely in Southem California and is about the Korean emigre experience. [t was directed by
Lee Yoon Ki who won the New Currents 1st prize at last year's PIFF for This Charming Girl. Choi's other film at PIFF is Way To Go, Rose, a com-
edy about marriage and divorce in which she plays the fitle role, her first ime as lead actress. Directed by Kim Eung-su, Korean audiences

received this film warmly.

DDD : How did you get into acting?

Banyah : Actually my major was architecture. I entered the theater
dub in my university and I was so happy in that cub that I could act,
write, and make music, and everything else. I felt acting was the most
fabulous thing I'd ever done.

DDD : How did you make the transition from theater to film?

Banyah : At first I took an audition at Myong Films for the movie
Desire. Butin that audition the director of Bus, Stop saw me and cast me
for an important role in that film. That was my debut movie. Actually I
got a minor role in Desire but Bus, Stop was my first important sup-
porting role. So it was a nice twist of fate.

DDD : In your new film Love Talks, and in Bus, Stop and Untold
Scandal you play a gisaeng or prostitute... so do you have any concern
about being type-cast?

Banyah : Well, I'm sure they castme when its notanormal prostitute
or normal geisha, when the director wanted a different one - her posi-
tion is prostitute - but she’s better than that - her thoughts and qualities,
etc. For example in Bus, Stop the prostitute I played was the only one
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whom the main actor trusted and talked with. When they want a spe-
cial or unique kind of prostitute or gisaeng they cast me.

DDD : What kinds of roles would you like to take in the future?

Banyah : I want to act like an activist, like Vi-ya Han. I adore her. I
want o share good energy and good spirits with people like she does
in this world. It doesnt matter what kind of role it is, as long as they do
something or overcome something bravely in the end. I think all male
heroes do that but heroines don't usually do that. T'd prefer the role of
Chai Sherain 22] 4| 47 to the role of Go hyeon-jeong in 0% 2| & &
X[2(Hour Glass). I don't care about the genre or style as long as the char-
acter has a challenge and gets through something.

DDD : In Love Talks which is set in LA your part was bi-lingual,
you spoke both in English and Korean, so how did it feel acting in a
second language?

Banyah : Acting in English sometimes feels better and feels much
more free because I think English is more expressive - its easier to
express something through thythm - its very thythmical - for the same
reason when a Korean acts with a Korean dialect its much easier than

ojA FhHUTh

Oi LA A LOH=R0) 0] ofF & FE L,
= ENEEL FXItY?

A EAls A AARD AolBAL. 7 AES Bl U, e
25 YA Gt HA BeA] REAES, 237 o] iAoz
A& HT 71 {1018, =ollA] oA glo) oflo) At FsfiAe Akst

7 2E 9% W7k 4K gatt

LIRIOJH] 2 A 2 |

Sl v AFAQ S BAlste Ase] wAel oA, 7l
AF of2lFE2 o HAYE?

FAlo] ARRARLE 5} ol -2] Al tellA] 4x9] FTHO R HEs}
= 202, A olFA wotAlol 8. " ol -2 A], Blo] Aolofelw A
A QUThL, A= 2 AT 4 glofa, ofd A0 2 AP Le? o] uf
S TEAR, ARAE ER EUUL0| Qe vz T A2k FE7| % 8
8. W7k zast o @eiA ARG F7F 2ok, Wk A= 42
HRIEA CI5715). ST oS E BAIZF oL AT, Aol
7V8 TR FARE, AZE 710l lotA sl gl she AU

E| QTN S B20] ULY?
EEoAall

with the Seoul accent because the Seoul accent is so flat. 'm not a native
English speaker but I learned and developed myself because I loved
learning English. So I was happy because I could use what I learned.

DDD : What are some of the difficulties of working in the Korean
film industry? What problems does an emerging actress face?

Banyah : So the first thing is economic problems. After finishing a
movie, I don't know how long it will be before my next job. So mental-
ly I can't take a break. In Korea, without a manager and using only an
agency, itisn't easy to get proper roles.

DDD : How about the personal difficulties, dealing with directors
who use their power to pressure an actress into relationships...?

Banyah : If you want to ask me, in an indecent way, about an actress’
relationships with directors or producers Iwill say : “for an actress it’s
no problem if you are an adult and you can manage it and it might
speed up your career... and that doesn’t mean accepting everything the
director wants; how you manage it depends on you... “ As for me, I
don't have much to say. Sometimes it hit upon me : if Thad managed
that a bit more smartly, who knows, I might be a superstar by now.”
(giggle - giggle) But its not a big deal. The most important thing to me is
just that 'm growing up
inmy acting,

DDD : Would you
consider working in
Hollywood?

Banyah : Why not!!




What happened? Here I stand, spat out of the belly of the dark cor-
ners of Itaewon, its dues freshly marked upon my knees, hands, and
face. Somehow my guitar is still slung over my shoulder. Yet, my wallet
with money and identity cards are now missing and my mind races to
put together the pieces of last night. The pieces lay scattered around and

| bumped into a sexy young Russian girl with
a bottle of soju in her hands. She smiled at me
and well, why not join her for a few drinks?
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unfortunately, some pieces are missing, The evening started out as nor-
mal. I remember drinking beer with friends and letting music flow
through the sound system. We just let the music carry us away, free of
care, free of any sense of the darkness that perpetually lay quietly awake
outside the doors of the Big Electric Cat live music dub in Itaewon. After
thejam session ended, Ijoined a friend for a few more drinks down the
street then we departed. I bumped into a sexy young Russian girl with
abottle of soju in her hands. She smiled at me and well, why notjoin her
for a few drinks? We wandered through the narrow streets, up a hill,
and sat down together upon a small wall. We are flirting, chatting and
sipping the Korean firewater. Two men from Nigeria came up the hill
and stopped to talk to the girl. They didn't really look at me and the vibe
seemed all right. Two men speaking French with this young girl from
Russia; it seemed international enough. Next the girl asked me to take a
ride on her scooter; she had an extra helmet for me so I got on and that's
the last thing I remember. I woke up with the sun, on the side of a road,
in a ditch with my guitar 10 feet from me. Now sitting down to write
this with last night's reminders still oozing from my body; I am waiting
for a friend to come help me out with a few bucks so I can get a meal
and maybe a fresh beer. I want to take last night and lay it all to rest. I
gueess it was just a matter of time before Itaewon decided to show me
the depths of its dark side. I am okay though and I'l soon be going back
to play guitar, yes, Ilost my wallet, my memory and some blood... but I
still have my guitar:
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The translator "Yuni" studies American
Literature and translation at Hongdae U.
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FIGHTING FOR THEIR BIRTHRIGHT:
Resnect and Rights for the disabled

By Andrew Baxter and Eunsook Lee with Mr. Moon Hi. Lee

couple of years back I was sitting on a bus one afternoon,

aimlessly looking out the window when a middle aged

mtellectually handicapped man suddenly: sat down next
me. We looked at each other momentarily before he said in a booming
and resonant (1) voice “Welcome to Korea, my name is Jung-Pil how
are you? Where do you come from?”

Jung-Pil turned out to be one of those fleeting (2) characters you meet
rarely in a lifetime who just stays on the mind. He didn't ask me any-
thing profound or engage me in any piquant (3) conversation but his
sincere interest and enthusiasm made me wish that Thad had even a
quarter of his loving attitude towards life.

Another thing which stayed on my mind from that day though were
the disdainful (4), embarrassed and plain ugly looks that he got from
other passengers, culminating in one elderly gentleman saying to me
after Jung-Pil had alighted “T am sorry that he bother you.”

Oh yeah?

No one can really quantify how many
people with physical and mental impair-
ments live here, but it is likely that it lies
roughly halfway between the government
estimate of 1.6 million people and activists
figures of 45 million. Itis hard to getan accu-
rate number though becatise so many of the
physically and mentally handicapped  are
keptoutof sight from everyday society. They
are victims of extreme social conservatism
which still dominates in this new age of the
information explosion.

Two common misperceptions that
activists hear are, “It's a spiritual punishment
from God”, or “He’s like that because the
demons have cursed him for the evils of his
ancestors.” A fair proportion of those who
derive their enlightenment from the sciences
commonlybelieve that being handicappedis
caused by bad genes, a poor constitution or
even the rule of natural selection. Maybe so, but for the 13th wealthiest
and one of the most highly educated nations on earth it is totally illaud-
able (5) and is simply a shame.

Whennot shunned, the physically and mentally impaired, like other
disadvantaged groups the world over; are also regularly exploited. The
discovery of an illegal boarding house in Anyang city earlier this year is
one such example. The owner charged residents with an entrance fee,
claimed their welfare, solicited donations from relatives and yet only
used a miniseule (6) proportion of the funds in providing a woefully
inadequate service, Maybe evenworse though, itwas ignored by alocal
governmental agency: This is an example of dereliction of duty and
plain bureaucratic disinterest in those charged with overseeing the wel-
fare of such people. It would be pretty safe to say it is widespread, the
powers thatbe rarely listen to low paid workers, the impoverished and
similar groups.

One group is listening though, listening and taking the fight to these
agendies, politicians and anyone who has the dout (induding the pub-
lic) to bring about the long overdue changes needed. Changes which if
realized will allow the physically and mentally impaired to realize
every human's birthright, the guarantee of dignity and the chance to
dimb the ladder of opportunity to a better life. That group is the
'KOREA DIFFERENTLY ABLED FEDERATION (KODAF), which
“DDD" recently visited one balmy (7) autumn evening to speak to Mr.
Moon Hi Lee, director of the group's policy development division.

“KODAF was formed in 1998 to fight for the rights of disabled peo-
ple in Korea. We are an umbrella group (8) representing twenty one
organizations ranging across a whole spectrum of disabilities from
mute people to an accident victims group. A lot of groups within our
body have different issues to face, so sometimes the groups act inde-
pendently of one another, and when there is a common interest they
come together” s F QRGO
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Because there are so many unique groups to assist, KODAF faces the
very onerous task of having to fight many battles on many fronts, but
this does’t seem to faze them at all. “There are a lot of discrimination
issues that we are eagerly examining at the moment” says M. Lee. “For
example our mute members are unable to get truck licenses even
though they can see and have the ability to drive, our deaf members
have to pay a full television license fee even though the Korean lan-
guage programs aren't subtifled (therefore futile) and we are involved
in lobbying the government on behalf of all our members to produce
legislation which ensures that disabled people have theight tolive nor-
mal lives along with numerous other things.”

Unless you are a wealthy business group, or well connected via fam-
ily or regional links, lobbying government and politicians is a difficult
task. KODAF seems to have what it takes to understand the situation.
M. Lee continues, “The government needs to listen and then act on the

advice and recommendations of the disabled and their primary care-
givers, because they know what the needs are and what resources are
required to meet them. However instead of this grass roots to top type
of structure Korea has a very rigid top to bottom model, where groups
of politicians, civil servants, academics and medical administrators
make major assumptions with little or no consultation sought from
their target groups. There is also a power play going on between these
top people which often results in the rare good program being dropped
because of accusations of cost overruns and inefficiencies etc. At the end
of the day it all neans less resources and assistance being made avail-
able out there in our society:”

KODAF is keeping up the fight, hoping that eventually they can
work with the government and politicians rather than in conflict with
them. “We don't think we have avery supportive government or politi-
dians”, says Mr. Lee “but we still want to work with them. Our pro-
gressive activist group frequently visits politicians and government
departments to try and start friendly negotiations. When we make suc-
cessful contacts we suggest ways things can be improved by making
recommendations aboutemployment, discrimination and welfare etc.”
One example of this promising fledgling (9) relationship stems from a
recent plan to build a new residential area for disabled people in Seoul.
The local residents have opposed the project fearing that their house
prices will go down, and the government is now unsure where to pro-
ceed. KODAF is currently planning a recommendation for: the author-
ities to solve the impasse (10), which if accepted may cement a stronger
partnership between the groups in future.

Whilst genuine and full governmental / political co-operation are cru-
dial to the realization of human rights for the disabled in Korea, they are
not the mostimportant factors in achieving long term and meaningful
change. This can only come about through a major change in society’s
attitude, of which public education needs to play the paramount role.

“At the age of aboutfive”, says Mr. Lee “able bocied children start real-
izing that disabled dhildren are different and this is when the teasing
and bullying starts, so we need to have programs which teach kids to
accept disabled children and treat them with respect. At the moment
most of the programs which deal with disability awareness and educa-
tion are run by local government welfare offices, which are under-fund-
ed, and irregular. We want to implement a comprehensive education
course and provide detailed information to all levels of students from
kindergarten to university. Also one of our major projects this yearis to
plan open festivals where members of the public can meet disabled
people to help break down barriers and dispel myths.”

Maybe education about the disabled is something that kindergartens
and schools would be better suited to do. To spend time on educating
students about the rights and dignity of the disabled (teaching love and
respect) than wasting time on meaningless things such as the Dokdo
issue (hate), which fails to enhance
the quality of any of their fellow
countrymen'’s lives in any tangible
way,

KODAEF is a remarkable organi-
zation which has made some small
inroads since its inception seven
years ago. It is struggling against
many cultural and'political barriers
and still has a lot of hard battles to
fight. Yet things are slowly changing
in Korea and with groups like them
on the scene it can only change
sooner rather thanlater. Giveita few
short years and I'm sure this is what
will be happening:

A couple of days back I was sit-
ting on a bus one afternoon, aim-
lessly looking out the window
when a middle aged intellectually
handicapped man suddenly sat
down next me. We looked at each other momentarily before he said in
abooming and resonant voice “Welcome to Korea, my name is Jung-
Pil how are you? Where do you come from?”

Just as the words came out of his mouth an elderly man sat behind
usand said “Hey Jung-Pil long time no see. Where have you been? You
haven'tbeenround to our place recently: Hey who's your friend? So tell
me why not?”

01. Resonant: Something which is deep and rich in sound, exempli-
fied by a Baritone opera singer:

02. Fleeting: Something which passes or fades quickly:

03. Piquant: Something which is interesting, stimulating or argu-
mentative.

04 Disdainful: Extreme disgust with somebody or something.

05. Ilaudable: Something which is not to be proud of and worthy of
strong criticism.

06. Miniscule: A tiny amount, usually meastired in very small frac-
tions.

07. Balmy: Mild and pleasant weather.

08. Umbrella Group: An organization which represents or assists a
number of separate smaller groups all with a common interest.

09. Fledgling: Something which is new and unprecedented.

10. Impasse: A situation whichis very hard to resolve.

Andrew Baxter (Australian) and Eunsook Lee (Korean) are husband
and wife. They are concemned about many of the injustices which
plague both of their countries.

Mr. Moon Hi Lee is the Director of KODAF'S policy development
division. The website for his organization is wwwkodaf.orkr
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Beautiful World through Art
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Drawing beatiful stories onto
the street From old geneators to

Street Art

Beautiful Store

Culture project created by “Agashion”

Making the world beautiful project is an opportunity
for people who don’t have the time or the money to
experience the art world.




Send unlmul:lnn I:o

dddlifeinkorea@yahoo.com TTT111] Pt 2005 ARG | tw !!
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Prizes to be announced. Saiain ONSR AL MR ST R R

¢
(@)

SHOWMNOTE Pr

HEDWIG
COMES BACK !

g
=
i
Ll
H
OF
ol
IS

o

THE MUSICRL

»

Of| A

email dddlifeinkorea@yvahoo.com

DDD has free tickets for one niecht at Hedwie

email dddlifeinkorea@vahoo.com
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2 How did you appreciate the e
A B clouds of INSECT pesticide ‘
(, > 2N x\:)\ sprayed through Seoul over the
¢ ?
e e St o= EolEa
oy — v \
# “f*”f} | oz U Mol At AR o1 jof
\(\ WK 707 | el o masriLIn

4 (2005-09~13~8xl)

Poison in the air is an environmental disaster! We should stop it!
7] 59 St ] A ofch ASA] Hels 2S 2ok 3tcH

Mosquitoes have rights too. Stop the poison!
H71E HA| Hel7h Qlek A5A] Heje s Fstef

Children are only young once! If they want to play in those
poison clouds it is okay.

o]3] Al ghio]cH ofolEo] Twl AFA| 7] £oA £718 Yttt
ASA Hele 22 Wt

| hate all bugs so keep spraying the poison!
L= HEE 4lojdith, T2iE 2 ASAlE Al Heiof fitt,

| like to drink SOJU outside on the streets, and the pesticide
helps my BUZZ. Keep spraying!

© AN 25 v 21 SOkt AFAlE Y9 28 ToleT,
A& Adzste

mee fEi"ﬂ" Wt

Vote@wwwilifeinkoréa.org
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The Korea Greens
sun@greens.or.kr

5 ,’?- )
0 rolhng‘st
v QPAC

"‘I

A Mk e A O ‘z :
(] ]| Band LIVECL

Roc.lfﬁRoHéEhJ(%sr,giﬂrdrock,

avymetal, - ¢~
,Rapmetal,Punk, ur&,Brhp\op....

N

4 with Beer & Drink ~ | %

more INE@=Tel.02-337-9439 0 %{08 -9439

K‘ wf& umn ACEMONKEY

SendpressoBl

SKURKR{HELL

Rock

Solo| B2 222 S2/EOR RAHUAC
Zelol| ZoJHAICH

SKUNKHEL®COM

JOIN US
S MUl AE]
Amnesty International S. Korean Section

Tel. 02-730-4755, 4756
Fax. 02-738-4754
Email. amnesty@amnesty.or .Kkr
Homepage. www.amnesty.or .kr

The Black Room Theatre, Seoyl :
Opening in December

Fot further information contact
thebhpcompany @yahoo.com

A warm neighborhood,

Beautiful Store

Beautiful Store is

a non—profil organization that works

for a more sustainable and sharing society. {
We sell secondhand goods donated from cﬁlzens,‘_-
and shares the profits with our neighbors

living in difficulties in our society.

Beautiful Store is always waiting for your contact.
Tel. 02-3676-1004

Email give@beautifulstore.org
Website www.beautifulstore.org

DDD &= HIKNI

Editorial
Design

Book
Newspaper
Magazine
Ad
Brochures
Catalogue
Annual
Poster

LIBERATION IN NORTH KOREA

LiNK stands for Liberation in North Korea. It is a non-profit,
non-partisan, non-ethnic and non-religious group.
LINK= E3loj| A 2] 282 AFA 6= v] e 7| H]Cl-rz.]v&]' Z91%

3|
E DAt ESE S R=b B

www.linkglobal.org

Seoul chapter : linkseoul@gmail.com

Meetings every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, 7p.m.
S[g of 2 AHn MR 22, XY 7A|

Clubday

when The last friday of every month

time 2pm-5am

where Clubday 14 Clubs

entrance fee 15,000 won x\ncludes 1 free drink}
have I.D. to enter

WWW. clubculfure or.kr




